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Meeting Announcement

NO MEETING
in
DECEMBER

Happy Holidays

November’'s Demo
by Ken Imus

| imagine that most of the members like
myself have always marveled at Ken
Imus’ swork. Hisfloral carvingandcolor-
ing just seem to shout for your attention.
With that thought in mind | asked Kento
giveusademo of histechnique. Hereare
afew of his secrets:

Heusesapear shader tipped up at afairly
steep angle with the narrow end towards
hiswork, and then proceeds to randomly
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walk the tool around the petals (fairly
closetotheinsideedge, leavingjust athin
border). He has the lines of the pear
shader directed towards the flower cen-
ter. As you can see this gives a lot of
contrasting texture to the petals com-
pared to the traditional method of using
the shader. The center area of each petal
has a raised appearance, which lends it-
self nicely to decorative knife cuts.

| found out that he likes to dye his back-
ground a dark Brown then apply Super
Sheen over thewhole area. When dry he
applies a liquid Antique with a sponge
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that he keepsinthe Antiques' container,
soitisreally soaked up. Whenthat isdry
enough to work he'll take a damp clean
sponge, (as much water as possible
squeezed out) and clean up the areas,
(taking off asmuch of the Antiquetill he
getshisdesired effect). Whenall isdry he
sprays on a finish. Those of us who
watched him work were amazed at how
simpleitwas.

Thereal amazing part wasthat the Shader
heused wasjust anormal lined shader off
therack withnomodifications, just al ot of
ability andimagination. Sostudy thephoto
andreally look at hiswork at thefollowing
meetings. Great Demo K enandthanksfor
sharing your technique

Woody Coallins
The Leather
Factory buys
Tandy Leather

FORT WORTH, Texas, Dec. 1 /
PRNewswire/ —TheL eather Factory, Inc.
(Amex: TLF) announcedtoday that it has
purchased certain assets of TLC Direct,
Inc. and Tandy Leather Dealer, Inc. dba
Tandy Leather Company (“Tandy
Leather”), subsidiaries of Tandycrafts,
Inc. (NYSE: TAC) for a cash purchase
priceof approximately $3million.

TLCDirect,Inc.andTandy Leather Dedler,
Inc.,originally founded asTandy L eather
Company in 1919 by the late D.L. and
Charles Tandy, provides leather and
leathercraft productsviathe Internet and
mail order and throughauthorizeddealers
locatedinfifteencountries. Tandy L eather
had sal esof approximately $7.2millionin
itsmost recent fiscal year ended June 30,
2000.

Wray Thompson, Chairman, President and

Chief ExecutiveOfficer, commented,“We
are excited about the possibilities and
opportunities opened to us through the
acquisition of Tandy Leather. Weexpect
our market shareto increasein the retail
and wholesaleindustries, aswell asine-
commerce. Theproprietary assetsdevel-
oped by Tandy L eather over the past 81
years, the staff of season employees, and
theeconomiesof scaleinherentinatrans-
action of this type are considered major
benefitsof theacquisition, nottomention
theelimination of amajor competitor.”

The acquisition was financed through
TLF sexisting credit facility with Wells
Fargo Business Credit, Inc. An amend-
ment to that facility was executed in con-
nection with this transaction. TLF in-
tendsto operate Tandy L eather asasepa-
rate company and has offered all Tandy
L eather empl oyeescontinued employment
under the new ownership. Tandycrafts,
Inc. and subsidiariesagreedto afiveyear
non-compete agreement as it pertainsto
the leathercraft business.

The Leather Factory, Inc (http://
www.|eatherfactory.com>), headquar-
tered in Fort Worth, Texas, isamultina
tional marketer and wholesal edistributor
of abroad product lineincluding leather,
|eatherworking tools, bucklesand adorn-
mentsfor belts, |eather dyesandfinishes,
shoerepair supplies, saddleandtack hard-
ware, and do-it-yourself |eathercraft kits,
aswell asamanufacturer and distributor
of fancy hat trims, leather lacing and kits.
The Company distributes its products
through 28 sales and distribution units
located throughout the United Statesand
Canada.

Thisnewsrelease may contain forward-
looking statements. All forward- looking
statements made here or in other news
releases issued by The Leather Factory,
Inc. are based on current expectations as
of the date of therelease. Theseforward-
looking statementsinvolverisks and un-
certaintiesthat could cause the results of
ThelL eather Factory, Inc. todiffer materi-
aly frommanagement’ scurrent expecta-
tions. Many of theserisksand uncertain-
tiesaredetailedfromtimetotimein TLF's
reports filed with the Securities and Ex-
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change Commission, including its most
recent annual report on Form 10-K.

SOURCE Thel eather Factory, Inc.

Finding a New
Stone ...or... don't
turn it over and
read the other
side!

Recently | broke my marble pounding
surface, and | wasgettingtired of moving
my projects around on my now " L "
shaped marble. So | started looking for a
replacement. Did | want the same old
marble; or move up to more of a profes-
sional size? | remember seeing Dusty
Johnson'sWork BenchintheLC& SJ a
few months ago He had alarge stone set
into adesk with tool and hammer racks--
aleather poundersdream. Well | stopped
by Pro Horseman's going out of business
sale, they hadalargestone24 x 30x 4inch
builtintoaplywoodtableon salefor $300.
| made him an offer to see how much he
really wanted, but it was more than |
wanted to spend on arock. | mentioned
this to Woody the next day and he said
yeahe'd aready seenit an thought it was
alot of $$$for arock, butit surewouldbe
impressivetohaveitinyourworkshop. So
we got to talking and Woody, through a
miss hap, had lost his stone also. We had
heard of people going to Quarries or
M onument companiesand buying stones.
After afew phonecalls| located Quiring
Monuments at 9608 - Aurora Ave,, just
northof Seettle, WA .| talkedtoClark and
heinformed methat they had alargescrap
pile and would bewilling to sell us some
stones. | alsolearnedthat Graniteismuch
stronger thanmarble. Soafter work Woody
and | set off for north Seattle, tofind new
stones. Quiring'shad sizesfrom about 8"
squareto largetabletop sizes, | found a
10x20x3 pieceof forest greengranite, and
Woody foundawhiteone14x24x3. These
wereonly $25 each, mineisblank, butyou
might ask Woody: “Who Zofia
Ciszenwska is...or was’?

Jeff Bement



Leather Art Tours
Announces Two
New Destinations
for 2001

Leather Art Toursisplanning two new
Dream Tour sfor themonthof June, 2001.
TheDreamTeamof RobbBarr,BobBeard,
Peter Main, ReneBerendsand JoeBarth
have each de-
signed all new
classes that in-
clude new and
interestingtech-
niques and
projects they
have never
taught before.
Each of these
five instructors
will teachaone
day class at
both locations.
Togiveal stu-
dents personal
attention from
eachinstructor,
we have set a
limit of 10 stu-
dents per class.

Charleston, South Carolinaisour first
destination, with arrival on June 3 and
departure on June 10th. Wewill be stay-
ing in a beautiful hotel in downtown
Charleston, rightinthemiddleof theHis-
toricDistrict, near theMarket. Charleston
offers wonderful architecture, gardens,
history and of course, the Atlantic Ocean
withall of itstemptations, including great
sea food. This is also the week of the
Spoleto Arts Festival throughout the city
with abundant arts, entertainment and
nightlife.

The320Guest Ranch near BigSky M on-
tanawill be our second destination, with
arrival on June 17th and departure on the
24th. Thisranch isone of thebest. Itis
locatedontheGallatinRiver, just 36 miles
fromY ellowstonePark. Itisknownworld-
wideforitsbeauty, scenicmountainsand
wildlife. The Marlboro Corporation

choosesit eachyear tofilmtheir commer-
cialssoitissometimesreferredtoas” The
Marlboro Ranch”. Log Cabinsareavail-
able that will sleep 2 or 4. Leather Art
Tours will host a private Hayride -
ChuckwagonBBQfor our groupthat will
be put on by the ranch hands, cowboys
and cooks at the ranch.

Eachdegtinationwill beaDreamVacation
for any leather artist/craftsperson! Just
bring your tools and a smile. We will

Dad (Bill) with the Two Twins (Fred & Roy)?

provideyouwithagreat timeand incred-
ible leather classes taught by the top
leather artistsin the world.

Everyoneisinvited. Make new friends
withleather artistsfromaroundtheworld!
Bringyourfamily, friendsand significant
others. Eachwill beaV acationto Remem-
ber!

For further information, contact:

AnnWaters,

Leather Art Tours,
592HillcrestLane

Brooklyn, WI 53521

(608) 835-9025, or fax: (608) 835-9797
E-mail: clearh2os@aol.com
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Bill's Update:
14-Nov-2000

Last Friday, | would havesaidthat | would
never write another of these and really
didn’tgiveadamn. Toputitmildly, Friday
wasbad. .. Saturday wasterribleand Sun-
day Night wastoo bad to eventalk about.
Saturday for instance. Chuck came over
to“helpme” put wheel sonmy Generator.
| stayed in
bedamostall
day and
Chuck put
the wheels
on. (Thank
you Chuck).

My biggest
thing was,
Radiation
means to
starve. | was
loosing a
pound aday.
Frommy‘ro-
bust 205
pounds’, |
now weigh
170. Exactly
what I
weighed
when| quit smokingthelasttime, about 10
yearsago. Thisweight loss all happened
in about 28 days. | just could not eat.
When | did get something down (half a
milkshake) it madememiserable. Sunday
night (Y esterday) | didn’t gettosleepuntil
3:30AM. My stomachwaskillingme. |
madeup my mind last Friday that | would
never lay on that radiation table again.
This Morning (Monday) | went to my
private doctor (Civilian) and broke my
radiationtreatment appointment. | wasso
sick and weak | didn’t care about any-
thing. Well, My privateDoctor isnotonly
agood Doctor, but| consider himafriend.
He poked, wiggled, listened, and did it
again. Hehad already beentreatingmefor
anincision that wouldn’t heal and it was
right where all my pain and discomfort
was, but hesaid after all of hispokingand
listeningthat Hethought that what | needed
was Prevacid (you all have seen “Heart-
burnHotel” thecommercial withthedanc-



ing stomach). Would you believe that |
atelunch and dinner, not much mindyou,
(my stomachisabout half it’ snormal size)
BUT FOOD. Andthisisthefirsttimeinmy
life that a Doctor prescribed something
thatl like. Milkshakes, at |east threeaday.
Told you he was a good Doctor.

Youwon't believeit, but it isnow 12:30
AM and| can’'tdleep. | over ate. Seriously
though, My idea Friday was Radiation
and starvation, or Cancer. What differ-
encediditmake. Today, watchoutworld.

E-Mail isOK now, but pleaseno Jokesor
pictures. Again| thank al of youforyour
thoughts and concerns and above all,
prayers. | havetogettowork onthePurse
that | am making for my Child bride. Her
Birthday isjust hours away.

Bill Chur chill
Federal Way, WA

Bill’'s Update:
16 Dec 00

Yesterday was my last day of
radiation....Thirty four shots...Actually
that is the Max that you can get...After
that, “It starts burning a hole in you”.
Thirty four daysthat | completely ‘ wasted’
aday toget 15minutesof ExtremeX-Ray.
But it seemsto have hel ped.

| saw my ‘Chemo’ Doctor yesterday at
5:00PM andhehadall my recordsfromthe
Radiation and wants to hold off until at
least the 16th of January before we even
think about Chemo. Gladaboutthat, | hate
tolosemy beautiful bighead of curly hair.
It is not a done thing about Chemo al-
thoughif | wereabetting man, | would put
my money onit. (I losethe hair)

| feel good...Radiation takes alot out of
you.....l amconstantly tired (Best excuse
| haveever hadfor“Honey Do”). My back
and chest areamess, but | can now put a
creamonthemtohel pthe” Sunburn” heal.

Last Friday | ranintothe Surgeonthat did
theoriginal Biospiesonmein September.
| waswalking and was not on oxygen. In
somanywords,“Y ouarealive, youarenot

onOxygenorinawheelchair...l can’tget
over this....I'll havetotell therest of the
team, they won’t believe me’. He hon-
estly thought | would be dead now.

To make a nice ending....Watch out
Pendleton L eather Show next October ...
get to drink that Beer with George Hurst
and JmLinnell buysdinner.

Thank you to every one who helped and
who prayed and wished. It all is very
appreciated...l know | haveL iterally Hun-
dreds of Guardian Angels through out
and especialy inthisarea.

Bill Chur chill
Federal Way, WA

...EdgeFinishing
(continued from last month)

Definitions:

Here, Bob, isthe definitive note on what
tragacanth isand how to properly useit
to burnish edges. Seems alot of people
use it but nobody knowswhat it is.

Trag-a-canth is a gum of various Asian
shrubs belonging to the genus Astraga-
lus. Itisalegume(likepeas, scotchbroom,
peanuts) andisused asafillerinpills, etc.
and to stiffen calico.

For edging ensureyour edger issharpand
you apply even pressurethroughout your
stroke. Also makesureyou areusing the
right sized edger for thethicknessof |eather
youareedging. After usingtheedger take
a felt dauber (or a wool dauber burned
down to half its diameter) and coat edge
with tragacanth gum. Allow to get tacky
and rub your slicking wheel in onedirec-
tiononly for thefirst four or five strokes.
After that rub edgebriskly back and forth
firmly (not HARD). If desired, whenfin-
ished, coat with 2-3 coats of "Edge Coat"
or equivalent for areally nice shine.

Fred Nachbar

Chengpchl@aol.com
Port Orchard, WA

December 2000 --HideSide 4

Bee Natural Leathercare:

Dear Bab,

| want to let you know how much we
appreciate your Gazette and nice to see
your membersin Pendleton.

| readinyour GazetteVol 6, | ssue9about
the questions Dusty answered about cas-
ing with water and edging. We have
wonderful solutions for Mike with Pro-
Carv and L eather Finish. Odd that no
matter how much oneadvertisestheword
hardly ever getsto thosewho arelooking
for help.

Also in looking over your leather care
section | noticed that our company isn't
listed as a source for products. What is
the criteria for being listed? (ed. note:
Thereisnocriteria, just send your infor-
mation to stelmack@nwlink.com and it
will be put in.)

Paul Kummer
<bnatural @pacifier.com>

Children’s Leather

Just got off the phonewith Pam Sharrar
whoissettingupa4-H Workshop Dayin
January. Shegot my namefromthefair and
wanted to know if | could set up a 55
minute workshop and introduction for
leather craft -- | said: “Yes'! Right now
thereisonly one spot but there might be
more, if theinterestisthere. Itwill beheld
on the 15th of January, (Monday) and
include kids and adult leaders. She is
putting together someinfo to send to me
alittlelater. It will beat aHigh School in
Puyallup. Thiscould beastart asthe4H
does have a leathercraft section in their
booksthat might bebroughttolifeprovid-
ing they can get some experienced help.

Woody Coallins
Woodysleather@cs.com



From the email
Bag --
Threads and Wax:

Thread really should be only of the best
quality available....why put all that work
into apieceof leather and compromiseon
thevery thingthat will holdittogether for
many years to come. Also if the stitches
are'sunken’ below the surface...either by
'stitch groover' or 'hidden stitch' they will
not come into contact with a 'wearing'
surface.

Waxing threads has several purposes --
firstly to'hold'together hand madethreads
of morethan one'core’ (madefromflax or
similiar)......another, toprolongthelifeof
the thread when subjected to rugged out-
door use. Waxing of commercially made
threads will smooth it a little (prevent
fraying)....alsomakethethreadruneasier
throughtheleather if it hasbeen 'worked'
enough...meaning that vigorous rubbing

isrequiredtomeltthewax (by friction) into
the thread. Finishing threads by rubbing
with'kraft' (brown) paper will 'really' dick
itwell.

| hear mention of waxes that are
'sticky'......thiswax should only be used
onthetapered endsof thethreads(not the
length).....itwill hold (lock) theneedleal ot
better than pure wax.

| know therearepre-waxedthreadsonthe
market, but do not use them.....I like to
color threads occasionally and the wax
content would prevent this. With today's
modernthread production, therearesome
that don'trequirewaxingatal.....thiswould
be true of the 'polyester’ type. The only
disadvantagewiththisthreadisitisdiffi-
cult to get agood 'taper' ontheends. This
thread can be tapered by 'burning' the
endswith alighter or match.

Peter Main

December 2000 --HideSide 5

A o o o G n

Business Card Folder:

Hereisanother pieceof |eather withafine
scroll design. Itismadefrom 2-3oz | eather
with a tan kangaroo lining and pockets.
This folder features turned edges and is
hand sewn 9 to theinch. The scrolls are
'modeled’ only, after cutting the outlines
with a swivel knife.....no stamping tools
wereused. Thecoloringisall sablebrush
work with spirit dyes.

This folder is similar to the one | have
planned for the three day workshop in
Sheridan in May. The attached photo
should appear on your screen close to
actual size....just alittle over four inches
wide.

Peter Main



Colorful Scrolls

Thisispart of aproject | amnow working
on featuring the beautiful scrolls of the
Victorian era. It is very detailed, asit is
only sixand onehalf inchespointtopoint.
Itiscarvedinverted to maintainthe clean
lines, andiscolor shaded with spirit dyes.
Thedesignwascreated usingonly aswivel
knifeand amodeling (guesswhich one?)
tool. | made a small ‘stop’ which was
pushed (not stamped) into someterminat-
inglines. Thishasstill tohavesometouch
up work done and afinish applied

The shading technique is as | taught on
the cruise....starting with very diluted
shadesand adding strength of color....my
book illustrates this well. Most (but not
all) are shaded (dry-brushed) from the
outer edgesin towards the centers of the
scrolls.

| useonly thefinest sablebrushes(size 3)
available....thepoint onthesebrushesare
thesameasano.lorfiner....thedifference
being, that a no.3 has a greater color

carryingcapacity...agreat advantagewhen
thereisalot of design to color.

Anairbrush hasits placein coloring, but
isnot suitablefor inverted carving -- un-
sightly overspray will occur. Of course
areascanbemasked, but| finditloteasier
(and quicker) to use a sable brush. As
mentioned, | did use an airbrush to lay
down agraduated tan background fading
out towards the outside edges of the
scrolls.

They are solvent (spirit) dyes that |
used.....but not Pro Dyes. The dyes| use
have been with me for many years(l had
themspecially madeup).....sadly they are
no longer available. The background is
also spirit dye....it was applied with an
airbrush. All coloring within the design
itself was done with sable brushes.

In answer to Holly’s request for the
pattern....it is only in very rough pencil
form at this stage and will not scan well.
When | get the chance | will ink itin.

Peter Main
Petergmain@aol.com
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Free Leathercraft
Instructional
Movies from
CLPW

New MoviesEachMonth! If you havean
idea for a beginner help movie, contact
CLPW and let them know your idea. If
your idea is chosen, they’ll send you a
$5.00 Gift Certificate, when they useit!
They currently offer two movieson-line:

(1) Beginner Belt Beveling - isa 15
second movie clip. The basics of
beveling abelt. (with sound and a
readme.txt filefor thosewho don’t
have sound.) by Stanley Bonjour

(2 Beginner Belt Burnishing -isal5
second movie clip. The basics of
burnishing abelt edge, for asmooth,
finished, edge. (also with sound
and a readme.txt) by Stanley
Bonjour

Y ou can view these instructional videos
a:

http:/imww.shopforleather .com/cgi-bin/
stor e/commer ce.cyi

Hereisasampleframefromthemovieon
Beginner BeltBurnishing:

P CAWINDOW = B3

CLPW Leather™

and L eather craft Supplies

1482 Madison Ave.

Memphis, TN 38104

Outsideof theU.S. Call - 901-728-5551
IntheU.S. Cdll Toll Free- 877-728-5551



Bar Grounders

I’mnotthebest to offer adviceonthistool,
but will offer my experiences. If you are
doingWesternFloral, taketheleapand go
withthebargrounder. Bargrounderstake
alot of effort to mas-
ter, but theendresults
aremuchmoreappesl-
ing and professional
than the other
backgrounders once
you get proficient at
usingthem. Someuse
them for years and
never get it right.

Keeplooking at what
othersaredoing. Pick
out the backgrounds
that appeal to you.
When studying pho-
tos, try to distinguish
placement of each tool. Try to duplicate
how tool swereplacedinproblemareas. A
good book tolook at isthe Clint Fay book
about Sheridan Stylecarving. Anotheris
“Tools of the Cowboy Trade”. Both of
thesehavecloseup, very detailed, photos
of tooling by master saddle makers and
leatherworkers.

If you can, go with custom tools such as
Barry King, Bill Woodruff or Jeremiah
Watt. If youseeany fromtheoldtool mak-
ers like Hackbarth (not Ellis Barnes) or
McMillan, grab them. Custom makers
usually have several sizes (diameter) of
beads, and several lengths (from two or
threebeadsto nineor more). Many of the
new Taiwan-made tools stick. In other
words, the leather literally gets stuck in
theholesand thegrain surfaceistorn off.
Thenyouhavetotry to pry theleather out

of the tool.

| attached a couple images of my typical
work. Both of these were done entirely
withoneCraftool 101, whichissix beads.
Ideally, | would have used anine-beadin
most aress, to cover more area, and a

three-hole in smaller areas to minimize
overlapping. But, asix or sevenispretty
average and | was able to make do.

Thefollowingiswhat | trytodo. Y ouwill
see from the images that I’ m not always
consistent, andthat | still havealongway
togowiththesetools. | ook at each area
beforel start stampingit. | start at oneend
and run the tool over the area, rotating it
in my fingersas| go, imagining the best
tool positionsas| movethroughthearea
| start stamping in an acute corner, with
thetool parallel to one edge of the back-
groundarea. Astheareal’ mfillingwidens
out, | fanit by rotatingthetool and placing
oneendvery closetothepreviousimpres-
sion, and leaving avery slight gap at the
other end. Inopen areas, | placethetools
exactly side-by-side. When | getto large
areasthat are wider than thetool islong,

==t fety ]
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Images used_ b_y permission of Andrew Pelster

inwhich | haveto place thetools end-to-
end, | overlapimpressionsby oneor more
beads so that the beads will always line
up. Inall cases, | try tokeep aflow inthe
beads. Don't just stampinrandom direc-
tionsasyouwouldal04. | liketheviewer's
eyetomovethrough thebackground, just

likeit should with the rest of the pattern.
If you have impressions out of line, you
create breaks in the flow of the back-
ground, and the viewer's eye tends to
“stick” inthat area.

By fanning inthismanner, | havenoticed
that | obtain a more even-looking back-
ground. | tried placing the tool impres-
sions end-to-end, paralleling an edge,
making stacked, horizontal rows. How-
ever, when doing this, | could see each
tool impression because | was not keep-
ing the tool exactly vertical or | was not
consistent in pressure. So the viewer’s
eyewould stick on each tool impression.

Backgroundingisthelast thing|l do. | do
it after decorativecuts. | want theleather
to beamost dry. | walk thetool, and try
togoquickly. Youwill useabackground
tool morethanany other tool, soyou have
tolearntowork very efficiently.

Bevel every line - even in areas that are
going to be backgrounded. Y ouwill get
cleaner edges, and you will beableto put
thetool inthe bevel and “feel” your way
around the edge for faster stamping.

Goodluck,
AndrewPelster
<APELSTER@HNTB.com>



W 7, ICIGD
. wm ‘ﬁfwﬁgﬁu* Emp‘ﬁﬂ Hi‘_‘-’ -_-e‘}’ﬂ-é‘_-!}'?l&)""—"f‘ﬂil

Lo wtg_uum_ s Ew L
|— Tt —"%'\-LL.-‘.'-'I- ﬂﬁ j ¥ {L""’u-j{, Lo /gfﬁ-'ﬂ‘lﬂ__.

&Ltnﬂ&mfmﬁww N e Ao
Hr\wmﬂb ELLJEL a_.._w_—ajﬁ,mﬁr "‘ff‘-g,-
e S . U TS U, “—‘"g ol £ B Lhea v

-rsi_,f'WLﬁ-"F’f_{,-fr
M / R"l—ﬂ_r*—r:ﬂp —QJ'QII—QLL
s e A AN et

%

mwmww M

Hw:.rf L A B : jr_:: : % m&
.-Euh _-Ph.uax rﬂum;&fww%j\ A R i ¥ -
b o Wf_ﬂ-‘ \-_:HLQ Ka ok M/ﬁ" _FF'LQ____

Wﬂ“gﬁ% Tty
CL_?TL:.(. /3 f"_&-f’_a_,f, ,15"%
et £l A 0 M

December 2000 --HideSide 8



Keyless Module
Belt Holder

My new pickup hasan electroniclocking
system, or “keyless entry”. It's pretty
neat. | canunlock thedoorswhilewalking
toward the vehicle, which is handy at
night or inastrange neighborhood. Also,
thevehiclecanbelocked andthealarm set
from outside. It also has a red button
whichisa“panicbutton” that sets off the
alarmfromoutside, incaseof attack while
walking toward thevehicle.

| likethe system, but the mod-
ulewiththebuttonswassome-
what inconvenient. It’ salittle
toobulky tofitinmy pocket as
akey fob, too bulky tofitina
key case. So, | decidedtowear
it on my belt. | built alittle
sheath for it, with holesin the
leather to access the lock and
unlock buttons. Thecentrally
located “ panic button” iscov-
ered, but can be activated by
pressing hard on the leather
overlying it. Here's how to
makeit.

Started by cutting apiece of 3
or 4 oz. leather about aninch
and ahalf larger than themod-
ule. Cutascallopededgeat the
top, which would expose
enough of it to draw it out of
the sheath. Edge and burnish
thisedge. Next, cover theunit
with SaranWrap, andwet mold
theleather overit. Useyour bonefolder
to smooth it down closely around the
edges, and useshoetackstotack it toyour
benchtop. Put thetacks, about 6 of them,
inthelinewhereyou anticipatethestitch-
ing will be, incorporating the holes into
the stitching. Use your finger to create
impressions of the lock and unlock but-
tons. Later, after drying, you can use a
hole punch just a bit smaller than the
buttons to create access holes. You can
put the molded piece over the corner of
your punch board to do this.

Then cut apiece of firmer |eather for the
back and belt loop. | used about 7 oz.

leather, cuttingit about
3/4" larger than the unit
around the sides, and
with atang at the top to
form abelt loop. Edge
and burnish the loop,
skiveittoataperedend,
and sew it to the back,
where the stitches will
be hidden by the mod-
ule and its cover.

When both pieces are ready glue them
together, with the Saran covered module

inside. | used several spring clamps to
hold it tightly, so the module would be
held firmly. When the glueisdry, cut a
stitching groove along the edge and over
thetack holes. With the unit till inside,
clampitinyour stitchinghorseand saddle
stitch it together. You can use a clean
cloth, such as adish towel, to pad it and
helpholditfirmly.

Trimtheedge about 1/8" fromthestitch-
ing. Edge and burnish. 1 like to use
Fiebing's edge coating for this sort of
item, too.
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My sheath has no decoration, but you
could easily add a small flower or small

basket stamp pattern. | finished with
neatsfoot oil and Resoline.

Also, Al Stohiman taught us to use spe-
cial tacks, poked part way through apiece
of light cardboard and sprayed with var-
nishor lacquer, Thispreventsthedarken-
ing of the wet |leather around the metal
tack.

| wear my keylessentry sheathevery day.
It attractsattention and givesmeachance
to tell folks about my business.

NormWear
Puyallup
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Silva Fox’s New
Web Site

Silva Fox has an updated web site de-
signedby Gr eg Gaub. Thecombinationof
Silva’ sLeather Artistry and Greg' scom-
puter skillshasproduced quiteastunning
web site for peopleinterested in leather-

craft and unique designs. The designs
and colorsare highlighted with the black
background and seem to “come-to-life”
on the computer monitor. The site is
located at:

http://wdstudio.net/foxart
Someof theartwork doneby Silvaisinthe

“DoodlePage’ stylewiththemarksof the

December 2000 --HideSide 10

tools used and a “ step-by-step” carving
example.

Stop by and sign the Guest Book and say
youread aboutitinthe RawHide Gazette.

PerhapsSilvawill givepermissiontoprint
onof her“Doodle’ stylepagesinafuture
RawHideGazette.
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POSTMASTER: SendaddressschangestoPSLAC,
c/o Jeff Bement , 3942 SW — 329th PL, Federal
Way, WA 98023, U.SA.

Advertising Rates
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1 Full Page ..

These rates cover a six month time period. Guild
members are entitled to a 25% discount. Leather
companies supporting PSLAC aregiven freeBusi-
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Woody’s Leather
Class

Thought the members would like to see
the artwork that my first Basic L eather -
craft Classdid asafinal project. There
where 7 inthe classand all but two made
it to the last session, (one of which |
helpedfinishlater). They wereall proud of
their accomplishment and seemedtolearn
quite a bit. Some are even talking about
comingbackinthewinter quarter in Janu-
ary, (SAT. 20th, 9amto 12 noon for four
weeks)

Eachplateisdifferent, aseachindividual
is unique and expresses themselves as
such. One thing is for sure there is an
interest in leatherwork and I've discov-
ered that by teaching | learn at the same
time.

Woody Coallins

Just a reminder that if anyone is inter-
ested in taking a Robb Barr Class in
April pleasecontact me, Woody, by phone-
253-735-8998 or

email: woodysleather @cs.com. | needto
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Photo by Woddy Collins

let him know at the beginning of Janu-
ary. Sofar wehave4 membersinterested.

FLEATHERS?

URL Reference:
http:/imww.dgunleather .com/
fleather .html

Whiletryingtofinishupalisting of stamp-
ing tools | ran across the web site of
DGUNLEATHGER.COM. One section
caught my eye because of the unusual
name-- FLEATHERS. Thesearevery simi-
lar to the onesthat | have seen from Ken
Imusand | think Dusty and Woody have
madethem also. They areleather carved
and colored intotheshapeof feathersand
DGUNLEATHGER.COM caled them
“Feathers of Leather” or “Fleathers’.
Pretty cleaver name. Check out the style
anddesignsthat areavailableontheir web
site.

All tooling was done with Pro-Series
Tools from Bob Beard and iridescence
fabric paint for color.

Bob Stelmack
Wellingore, UK



Marlene Harlow

It was back in the 70's when
Marlenewa kedintomy Tandy Store. Her
Husband owned abusiness about 4 doors
away. She, likemanyfirsttimersinTandy’'s
kept saying, “1 candothat”. Atthetime,
| did not know that she was an accom-
plished artist.

She started tooling (Not stamp-
ing) and shewas a‘Natural’. She knew
exactly what she wanted to do and what
type of Leatherwork she wanted in the
end. No lessons, just asking a lot of
guestionseachtimeshecamein. Her first
lovewashorses (Especially Arabians) so
this is what she started off doing. Big
embossed carvings of Horses. She till
has her first one.

Marlene' s horses just kept get-
ting better and better. Then she paid her
dues. She started going to shows. Not
L eather shows, but she would go to the
better Horse shows. | have no ideawhat
shepaid for abooth, but | imaginethat is
was a healthy price.

Now beforel go any further, let
meclarify her* Carvings’. Shecallsthem

Leather Sculptures....Andtotheaverage
|eatherworker, they would fall inthe cat-
egory of embossed carving. But,
Marlene' s horses were awhole new me-
dium. At first, the embossed parts of the
carving were backed with instant Paper
Mache', which took forever and aday to
dry. She hasfound another way to plug
her embossing and it is metal hard and
instant dry. Y ou could actually stand on
the embossed partsand it would hold it's
shape.

She uses a French Double Buitt
leather. Hardtofindand | imagineexpen-
sive. It is anywhere from 6 to 9 ounce
which| would hesitateto emboss. Her art
isAirbrushed usingacrylic. | annot sure
of thebrand. Most of her artiscompl etely
colored....Noleather showing. Butlook-
ing at the photographs of her work, you
can seewhy. What really surprised me,
sheis still using a 20 year old Pachag’
Airbrush.

Marleneand | had not seen each
otherforabout 23yearsandall of asudden
aghost out of the Past. Marleneisonthe
phone. Shehadlocated methrough Tandy
Leather (Fort Worth). Intheend, | asked
her to come to the next PSLAC meeting
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Photos by Dusty Wert

(last Sunday) and to bring a few of her
carvings. She had the Members in the
palm of her hand. Asl have said before,
Her artisawhole new mediuminleather
art.

She has done quite a few book
covers(HorseMagazines. Shehassoldto
the Horse World and The Entertainment
Worldandiswell knowninboth. Butthe
funny part is that no one in the Leather
World

knows her, and she probably ranks up
with the best in Horse carversif not the
best. | have her word that sheisjoining
PSLAC and | understand that sheis giv-
ing some serious thought to having
classes.

Thoseof youthat get their Raw-
hide Gazetteoff of thelnternet canget the
full effect of her coloring. Those of you
that receivetheGazetteintheMail ... Come
tothemeetings...l intendto ask Marlene
tobringat least onecarvingto each meet-
ing. Words cannot describe these works
of Art. Seeingisbédieving.

Bill Churchill



Ken’s Perspective

Bill brought aperson that he'd known from the Burien Tandy that has been doing leather art, mainly 3D and mainly of Arabians,
MarleneHarlow. She'sbeenat it sincethe 1970'sand apparently has aworld-wide following and some of her stuff has sold for
above $10,000. She brought some of her pieces and abook of pictures. The delicacy of her leather work, all without traditional
| easther working tool swasamazing.

But for me, her use of colors knocked my socks off. She equals Peter Main for shading and vibrancy. For being all self taught
and no art classes, she'sdone some amazing stuff. Shetalked about recently getting acommission from Wayne Newton to do two
lifesizeworksof hisArabiansand wasleaving next week to start that project. Shegetsfull sized hides, bark tanned, from France.
She'sdevised away to suspend the hide's vertically to do her embossing and when done, fills the space with automotive bondo,
then does her airbrushing. Shewas very matter of fact about her accomplishments and her message was, "it is possible to make
alivingfromleather work". Moreimportant to PSLAC, she'sinterested in sharing how and what she doeswith others, i.e. classes
forPSLAC.

Some sample thumbnail scans of Marlene Harlow's leather sculptures are at:
http:/imww.pdac.or g/public/har low/M arleneHar low.html

Ken Eriksen
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Fred Nachbar’s
Prize Winner

i

UM i |

Card Holder by
Ken Imus (an idea
from Bill's
RawHide Gazette
article of years
ago) =

Photos by Dusty Wert

€& Christmas
Ornaments by
Len Madison

November’s
Meeting
Sharing



AIRMAIL

Now THAT's Style

Even the mundane address label from Peter Main has that his
characteristic flair and style. | just received my Peter Main
modeling tool and the envelope was addressed as shown
above. Looked too pretty to open. The tool is just what |
needed to make my next Puyallup Fair project. Bob Stelmack

r--—— - ——————— 1
I

PSLAC Membership Application

I If you know someone who is interested in leathercraft — give them thisinformation:
I Puget Sound L eather Artisan Co-OpMEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION

I
| YOUR NAME:

I
| STREET ADDRESS:

: CITY, STATE, ZIP:

: PHONE NUMBER: ( )-

I We publish a membership list with our members expertise listed. Thislist is used to refer possible clients to the
best person for the job. Tell alittle about yourself, how you got started in leather, what your favorite things to
doinlesather and other crafts and/or art forms.

I .
I Send this form along with your first years dues ($24.00) to:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Jeff Bement |
| 3942 SW-329THPL |
| Federal Way, WA 98023 |
| U.SA. |
I
I

| 1T you would liketo subscribeto The Leather Crafters & Saddlers Journal through the
I Co-Op and include an additional $26.00 for a one year subscription.
L
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Stopandthink...... All of themoviesyou
haveever seen, golden coinsfalling out of
aleather drawstring pouch. Robin Hood
relieving the rich of their leather pouch
withgoldencoinsinside. Theperfect gift.

QN\Deasorns

Crectings

Bill Chur chill
Federal Way Washington

,:f'ln'!l.-l'mi:ﬂ-' "_I' e

The Perfect Gift

Jiwd fad ;ui-\.ﬂ' e e

days from the

(Witizon Pl
Qeathareraf Guid

Are you looking for the perfect
gift..??2..Not just a Christmas gift, but a
hurry up gift. Say al of a sudden you
remember a niece or nephew who has a
birthday. Or for any occasion. A giftthat
does not ever need to be returned to the
store, agift that everyoneintheworld can
use. In other words the perfect gift.

Using lightweight suede, make a small
drawstring pouch. (Deerskinisvery good
for this). Go to the bank and order (The
amount you wish to give) the new
Sacgjeweagoldendollars. | keepsomeon
hand (with afew Suede pouchesfor any
‘emergency’ giftthat | might all of asud-
den need.
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Toll Free Order Lines:
1-(888)263-5277
Fax:1-(888) 263-5086

WWWW

Offering wholesale discount to PSLAC members
ON-LINE CATALOG http://hidecrafter.com

TWieather, Inc.

Toll Free: 1-800-477-9923
2017A White Settlement Rd.

Fort Worth, TX 76107

(817) 877-5427, Fax (817) 877-5432
Email: TWLeather@AOL.com

Offering awholesale discount to the PSLAC members

2017 B White Settlement Road George Hurst, Manager
Ft. Worth, TX 76107 email: hcrafter@flash.net
Durham Hefta

Leather Factory wmaage

Phone (503) 255-8818
Fax (503) 255-9011

Toll Free (888) 277-3360
www.leatherfactory.com

Ph 1-901-728-5551
™

| 10% Discount for PSLAC Members
Leather Crafte and Suppliec

Since 1996

13221 N.E. Whitaker Way
Portland Portland, OR 97230-1128

Offering awholesale discount to the PSLAC members l

Leather Factory Outside Washington (206) 328-0855
1-800-343-9949 Fax: 328-0859

Spokane

28 West Boone Ave, Spokane, WA 99201 MACPH ER$N

Phone: (509) 328-9939 .4

Toll Free: 1-800-822-8437
Fax: (509) 326-7019

Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members

www.leatherfactory.com l

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

Offeringa30-40% off retail discounttothePSLAC members
519 - 12th Avenue S.
TERRYLEEDURBIN Seattle, Washington 98144

Brettun's Village Shops

PLEASANTVALLEY SADDLE SHOP
1220 S. County Rd. 21
Loveland, CO 80537
| Phone: (970) 669-1588
Fax: (970) 669-1589
| E-Mail: dusty@pvsaddleshop.com
URL: http://www.pvsaddleshop.com

302 Lake Street,

Auburn, ME 04210

(207) 782-0861

URL: http://www.brettunvillage.com
Email: leather@brettunsvillage.com

Offering a 10% discount to the PSLAC members

Churchill Barton, Manager

Kermit P. Creek

TheLeather Factory Manager

HERITAGE LEATHER COMPANY

LEATHER - HORSEHAIR - RAWHIDE
LEATHER TOOLS - BOOKS - VIDEOS
BRAIDING SUPPLIES - CLASSES
COWHIDE RUGS
email: heritagel eather @interplus.net

Offeringa20%(discounttoPSL ACMembers(15%on|eather)
115 North 30th Street

Billings Billings, MT 59101-2032 JoAnne Tackitt 285 N. Orcnard .
Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members ; Ph. (208) 375-5589 Boise, ID 83706

Phone (406) 256-1355
Fax (406) 256-1360

Toll Free (888) 277-3323
www.leatherfactory.com

Supportoursponcers and take advantage ofthe PSLAC Membership Discounts

Fax (208) 375-7168 Hours M-Sat 9-6
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Ken's Knothole:

This is going to be fairly short, so Bob
Stelmack can wrap up thelast Gazette of
2000and Dusty Wert canget it mailed out
tofolksbefore Christmas.

Been doi ng somethinking about what has
happened in 2000 and thingsto bethank-
ful for,inwhat hasbeenapretty hecticand
busy year. One of the first things that
comes to mind, of course is that we still
have one of our founders, Bill Churchill,
aroundtohelpkeepusontrack and till as
feisty asever. In hislatest update to us,
he' s already making plansto kick up his

heals at Pendleton next year. We also
haveaactive, growing (albeit dowly) lo-
cal group of dedicated leather workers
continuing to attend our monthly meet-
ings, coming up with new ideas, bringing
their leather projects to display at the
meetings, etc. Andwealso havealarge
group of Internet members downloading
the Gazetteand hearingabout thePSLAC
doing’ sthroughthat medium. Thebreak-
fast social meetingsonthe2™ Saturday of
each month seemsto be going strong and
alsogettingalittlebigger eachmonth (and
yes, one of these days I'll actualy get
thereintimeto order breakfast).

Wehad agreat showing of PSLAC mem-
bersand family, both at the Sheridan and

Toll Free:
(800)541-3264
Bee Natural

Leather-

care

The ultimate in
leather care
products

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166

Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

ThisMonths SPOTLIGHT on PRO-CARYV — Working and Tooling

L eather Formulation

DIRECTIONS:

Dilute concentratewith water: 1 part PRO-CARYV to 10 partswater isrecommended for carving
and tooling. When immersing the leather for shaping or forming, add 8 oz. PRO-CARV to 3

galons of water.

NO CASING ISNECESSARY

the Pendleton Leather Trade Shows and
lotsof plansfor anexhibit/demo’ sfor next
year's show in Pendleton. We have a
number of memberswho have been very
active this year in fulfilling one of our
primarily goal's, teachingthejoy andwon-
der of workingwithleather tothekids. We
havethebeginningsof alibrary of books,
patternsand videosfor members(Woody,
Boband| arestill working out somedetails
onthis, moreinfo at the next meeting).

We' ve had the opportunity to meet, and
see the work of, some of the greatest
|eather artistsandinstructorsintheworld.
| was absolutely amazed at the work of
Marlene Harlow (see article in this Ga-
zette) and her embossed Arabian horses
that we had an opportunity to see at the
November meeting. And folks, she is
local, and thinking of about teaching semi-
nars!

Well | could go on (and on and on), but |
did say | wasgoingto keepthisshort. All
inall, 2000 was agood year for PSLAC,
withlotsof plansfor 2001. Congratsand
Merry Christmasand Happy New Y ear to
al.

KenEriksen

Leather can be immersed or sponged with this solution. PRO-CARV eliminates the need to
case leather. PRO-CARV allows you to begin working with the leather after immersing for 3-
5 minutes because of the very rapid penetration into even the thickest hide. Allow the surface
to dry somewhat before beginning forming or carving.

Contact MacPherson'’s, Hide Crafters and Golier
Leather forany of the fine Bee Natural Leather products.

Advertisement
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(these pages reserved for “ From the Dusty Workbench” by Dusty Wert)

The Holidays!

For those who like to make there own gifts this is the season that we
get a little nervous because we have to think of another gift idea. Well,
this year I bought a brush that folds inside of it's self. I was just going
to give it to my granddaughters and I made a pouch for the brush and a

hair clip and now I think a lot of friends are going to get this gift. It
didn't take a lot of time to make them. I had 3 of them finished in two
evenings. Now that I know how they go together it will take less time to

ol INVVIR VI
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do them.
Instructions:

Cut 2 3-4 oz. tooling leather 4" X 6" for each pouch

Tool a design on the one side of the pouch or a name
Punch the holes for lacing it up

Put the finish on Super Shene, Neat Lac or what ever you
like to use

Lace it up and slip the brush into the pouch put the clip on
the top

You can do fancy things with the lace

I found that when I am making more then one of an item I
cut a strap of the leather all at once. So in this case I cut a
4" strap and then measured the 6" and cut all of the pieces
that is needed and then get that mess out of the way then
do the tooling, pop the lacing holes and then lace it up.

I would like to wish all of the members of PSLLAC the Happiest of Holi-

days, Dusty
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R On-line

The Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op
can be found at:
http://pslac.org
If you need the Userld and Password for
the subscription pages, just contact the
RawHide (sazette at:
stelmack@nwlink.com
-- of course the password information is
free for the Puget Sound Leather Artisans
Co-Op members. Those on the Internet
still need send $10 per year for a
membership to:

Linda Stockhausen

12614 142nd. Ave. Ct. E.
Puyalup WA 98374
U.SA.

Your Photos here - if you send them to:

Web Editor: Bob Stelmack
7 Memorial Hall Drive
Wellingore LN5 OBD
Lincoln

England

Photos sent in to the PSLAC are used,
space and focus permiting.
They are also posted, in living color,

on the Internet.
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c/o Linda Stockhausen
12614 142nd. Ave. Ct. E.
Puyallup WA 98374
U.S.A.
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