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“Without question, the RawHide Gazette
is by far the best and most informative and
comprehensive Guild publications of all of
them! You are to be commended for your
very fine and professional efforts. Keep up
the good work. With admiration”
/signed/
Al & Ann Stohlman, December 1997
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Editor’s Vacation!

Meeting Announcement

Designs by Karin Clark and Jim Gilbert

Karen and I are heading off to Washington, Oregon, and Idaho for a month.
This issue is a little smaller, but we
hope still informative. The September
issue might be a little late, so please
be patient.

NEXT MEETING on

DON’T FORGET to enter the Puyallup
Fair with your leather project.

Summer Break

And as a special treat, take a look at the
artistry of the North American Indian as
presented by the Raven Press.

Thunderbird:

Cheers,

“Great One, you touch the four worlds with your
thunder and lightening which draws a bridge from
the past to the present and from the present to the
future” (Wedlidi Speck)

Bob & Karen Stelmack
Wellingore, UK

Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op
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Northwest Indian Art
Designs

As always, looking for new design elements
for leather work. My favorite local art of the
Northwest Native American Indian presents
some stunning designs that are begging to be
altered to fit any leather project. If I were a
saddle maker, I would design a Northwest
Indian saddle to show the versatility of the
designs.
I have three books that are my bibles for
Northwest Indian designs: Looking at Indian
Art of the Northwest Coast by Hilary Stewart, Northwest Coast Indian Art, An Analysis
of Form by Bill Holm and Primitive Art by
Franz Boas.
And I have just added some new books.
They are: Learning by Designing Pacific
Northwest Coast Native Indian Art, Volume 1, Learning by Designing Pacific
Northwest Coast Native Indian Art, Volume
2 and Learning by Doing Northwest Coast
Native Indian Art. All are by Karin Clark
and Jim Gilbert.
After having reviewed all of them I have decided if someone were interested in design,
and could only afford to buy one book, I

would recommend the Learning by Designing Pacific Northwest Coast Native Indian
Art, Volume 1. It has the greatest selection
and variety of designs—over 800! But each
of the other two books have much to offer.
The following information describes the
books and how to obtain them.
Bob Stelmack
Wellingore, UK
Learning by Designing Pacific
Northwest Coast Native Indian Art,
Volume 1
by Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark

This reference and instructional manual contains
a detailed, thoroughly analyzed, well-supported
comparison of the four Pacific Northwest First
Nations art styles. There are 800 clear, detailed
illustrations accompanied by straightforward
copy.
Topics include design formline, ovoids, U shapes,
S shapes, heads, body parts, and design formation, as well as a step-by-step “How to Draw”
section. Durable soft cover, 224 pages.
PRICE: $34.95 Cdn. plus Shipping / $26.95 US
funds plus shipping
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Learning by Designing Pacific
Northwest Coast Native Indian Art,
Volume 2
by Jim Gilbert and Karin Clark

This companion manual to Volume 1 puts First
Nations art into deeper cultural context, providing Native Indian philosophy, knowledge and
skills foundation, code of ethics, and interviews
with a contemporary First Nations family, as
well as some aspects of historical context and a
description of the Potlatch. A full colour, 16-page
creation story with 20 designs is included.
Additional topics include: contemporary design
evolution with 50 examples, 20 designs to draw
and paint, and a Quick Reference Chart containing over 100 designs. Durable soft cover, 176
pages.
PRICE: $34.95 Cdn. plus Shipping / $26.95 US
funds plus shipping

Learning by Doing Northwest Coast
Native Indian Art
by Karin Clark and Jim Gilbert

This book contains step-by-step instructions and
illustrations on the basics of drawing, designing,
painting and carving in the Pacific Northwest
Coast Native Indian art style. Fifteen educationally based concepts are arranged from simple

Shear Magic

Make paper pattern
then tape or staple
it together to make
sure it will fit your
needs.

to complex, with each step building on
the previous. Over 300 black and white
detailed illustrations and 32 photos enhance and clarify the straightforward
instructions. Durable soft cover, 160
pages.
PRICE: $29.95 Cdn. plus shipping /
$21.95 US funds plus shipping

Take pattern apart
and put on leather.

RAVEN PUBLISHING

Call toll-free
1-877-333-0723
In North America to place orders one on
one with us or obtain a quote.
(This is the FASTEST AND EASIEST
method of ordering directly with us.
Shipping is same day.)
International and domestic customers
E-Mail: Send us an E-mail with your
mailing address, along with which
books and how many you want to order
to: kclark@ravenpublishing.com
We will send you a reply with a quote
in Canadian or U.S. funds including
shipping and taxes if any. NOTE: We
MUST have at least your city/province/
state/country to give you a proper shipping quote.

Draw pattern on
leather. (flesh side)
After cutting out
the leather pieces
they are ready to
be dyed, set the
snap and riveted
together.

Money orders accepted.
(If sending Money orders outside of
Canada, be sure to obtain an “INTERNATIONAL Money order”)
Personal cheques not accepted. Shipping is same day as payment is received,
if it is before 3PM Pacific time.
P.O. Box 325
5581 Horne Rd.
Union Bay, B.C. Canada V0R 3B0

Now you have
a working case
that can be worn
when you go to
the garden. Project
took about 2 hours
from start to finish.

by Dusty
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Re-handeling a
Head Knife

We have been busy. It is summer, which for me is spent mostly outside in the garden, upkeep
of the place, etc. Then, we went
on a Mediterranean cruise and
were gone for 3 weeks. The
weeds and grass looked like we
had been gone for 3 months.
One of my customers sent me his
round knife to rehandle. I had
one of my own that I have been
contemplating doing, so did it
first. I am attaching 2 photos at
this time, the first showing the
original handle on one knife, a
chunk of walnut, and the finished
handle. The second is a close up
of the finished handle.
Norm Lynds
(Future article from Norm: I was
thinking about 3 articles for the
Gazette.
1. The first, being how to correctly sharpen the blade. Both in
the club, and woodcarving clubs,
the most frequent complaint is
that people are unable to get
proper edges on their tools.
From observation, the most frequent problem is that they are
in a hurry. There is more than 1
way to do it, but I can show by a
few pictures and tell how I do it.
It does take time, but the results
are definitely worth it. The reason for doing the sharpening first is that not every one
would want to rehandle their knife, but could
probably get some ideas about sharpening.
The second reason, is that there is a lot of
work that goes into making the handle, and
you don’t want to mar it while sharpening it.
Here, I should have taken my own advice,
as I have a couple nicks in the finish that I
have to tough up.
2. The second would be rehandling the knife.
As I went along I took a lot of pictures and
wrote it down on the computer in the shop.
I have about 3 pages written, which is too
long, so I have to put it on a disc and bring
it in here to edit. I have specifically kept the
tools used to what most people would have
readily available. The only real place I have

deviated is in “cheating” by using my big
belt sander to hog off a lot of waste instead
of doing it with a rasp.
3. Now that we have a sharp knife with
a nice handle that we can be proud of, it
needs a nice sheath. I don’t recall ever seeing sheaths made like I make mine. Surely,
out there somewhere there are others, but
I can’t recall. I make the front piece just
deep enough to completely cover the blade.
I cut straps on the top of the back piece to fit
over the blade and swing inward to snap in
front of the handle. Nice looking and very
secure. A belt loop can be added if wanted,
but I see no need for one. I hang mine on
2 pegs on the back wall behind my carving
desk. It goes in the toolbox for classes or
work sessions.
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I also owe you an article about the table for
the arbor press. That will probably be some
time this fall, after the rains start.)

Speaking of Tools

When Al Stohlman started to carve leather,
he made his own tools, as did many of the
leatherworkers in the days before Craftool
and others. Their tools were made from
large nails, bolts, and scrap iron rod.
There were several companies that did make
tools, one of them being the P. B. McMillan
Company, Kansas City, MO. They started
business in the late 1800s.
The 1892 C. S. Osborne catalog shows
some stamping tools that they were either

making or having made for them.

paint.

There were also some outstanding toolmakers in the Los Angeles area. Unfortunately,
they did not put their maker mark on them.

So, for those who wish to improve their
tools, go to eBay and search out the auctions
of the old stamps, the ones without letter prefixes. Then, be prepared to pay a fair price,
often $5 per tool. But, you will be getting a
well made tool. After all, those unlettered
tools have been around for over 50 years.
If they have a little rust on the shafts, not to
worry, as that will buff off. Same goes for
any minor rust on the heads.

There was also Frank Eberle from Phoenix,
who made a lot of tools for the fellows that
worked at the Porter Saddlery.
Then, most saddlemakers also made their
own tools.
With regard to Al Stohlman, please keep in
mind that, in the early 1950s, he was affiliated with the late Louis Roth (founder of
Craftaid and later owner of Craftool) He
was also, so I am told, is one of the members
of the short lived, RBS tool operation. The
other members were Louis Roth and Ellis
Barnes.
One thing to keep in mind is this, in the
early days, the tools being sold were, in
most cases, being made by individual machinists, and were not mass produced. Thus,
you were getting a much higher quality tool
than is available today, except for the handmade tools which are being made by Robert
Beard, Barry King, Ellis Barnes, and others. It is unfortunate, especially for those
who are just getting started, that the low
priced tools are not of the quality that they
were when many of us, oldies, were getting
started. Now, most of the low priced tools
are being investment cast in Taiwan, China
or Japan. These tools do serve a purpose,
mainly to whet the user’s appetite to own
better tools. Many that I have seen are heavily plated, which obscures the impression,
preventing sharp impressions.

And, should the chrome be chipped, just buff
it all off, down to the bare metal, and you
will have an even better tool. Most of the
early tools were not plated anyway.
Then, if you are really serious for the good,
old tools, watch for tools which were made
by Ray Hackbarth. These were made of
stainless steel and were intended to last a
lifetime or possibly, several lifetimes. But,
again, be prepared to pay some big money,
at least $30 per tool. But, then you will have
a set of tools that your grand kids, and their
grand kids can be using a hundred years
from now.
Ron Ross
1SG, USArmy (Ret)
Email: rosaddlery@aol.com
URL: http://www.rosaddlery.com/
Member, International Internet
Leathercrafters Guild (IILG)
Vice President, IILG
IFoLG Certified Master (2001)

A fortunate thing, for those looking for better
tools is that many of the early tools make
it to the eBay auctions. The best Craftools
were those that did not have a letter prefix.
These would have been made prior to the
early 1960s. All Craftools made after then
will have a letter prefix. Unfortunately, I am
not aware of how to determine when these
prefixed tools were being made. There are
some that say Craftool, USA.
Others that just say Craftool. But, another
thing that you will notice is this, the later
tools have a different type of plating from
the early ones. The early chrome is bright
and shiny, while some of the later tools look
almost like they were dipped in aluminum

The North American Sun Symbol

Design by Karin Clark and Jim Gilbert
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Celtic Patterns

Karen and I attended a business meeting in Hull, UK at the
Endsleigh Center. This meeting place was once a Convent
for the Catholic Church. The
meeting place had rooms for
sleeping, large meeting rooms,
meal facilities and an attached
church. The Nuns still run the
facility, but host various groups.
The Sisters had created a place
mat for the table settings and I
was given permission to share
the art work.
I think that the detailed work
and the illuminated type lettering would make great leather
carvings.
Bob Stelmack
Wellingore, UK
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PSLAC Members Only Advertisement Page

Any PSLAC Member can advertise leather related products or services, subject to approval. Just send your text, picture and/or logo to stelmack@nwlink.com

MARQUIS UNIQUE LEATHER
ARTISTRY, LLC

Le
a
Ve the
Co get r fr
ws a ri o m
On a n
ly

Paula and George Marquis

I make almost anything that can be made
from leather and can be sewn by hand. I
do not like sewing machines and cannot
get along with them. Therefore, that
excludes making clothing, which entails
using very soft leather.

DIAMOND P LEATHER SHOP
PHIL O’NEILL

Saddlery: New, Used-Repair
Custom Made Leather Goods
25051 - 180 Ave SE, Kent WA 98042
Hours By Appointment Or By Chance
(252) 631-9770

FAX (253) 631-4780

This Is A One-Man Outfit
All Custom & Repairs Are Crafted By Myself
Email: bjoneill@worldnet.att.net

A lot of my works are ‘bespoke items’,
meaning, one of, individual custom
requests, ranging anywhere from books
and folders to rifle scabbards, holsters
and golf bags, fully carved and stamped,
and any and all articles in between, which
also includes saddles and harness.
I like to make articles that are practical, such as all kinds of bags
(including brief cases, bible covers, etc.), belts with a challenge,
mouse pads, tissue box holders, knife and sword sheaths, 11th
Century bottles (sealed so they can be used as wine carafes), to
various types of boxes (both useful and decorative) and other
artistic decorations including such things as moulded bowls
and vases as well as framed pictures.
Phone: (206)-523-6295

Norm Lynds
Toolmaker
Mallets, Modelers, embossing tools,
lifters and others on request
Phone: (360) 668-7004
E-mail: NWLynds@Juno.com
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Leather Company Advertisement Page
Toll Free:
(800) 541-3264

®

Bee Natural
Leathercare
The ultimate in
leather care products

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166
Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

SPOTLIGHT on PRO-CARV — Working and Tooling Leather
Formulation

DIRECTIONS:
Dilute concentrate with water: 1 part PRO-CARV to 10 parts water is recommended for carving and tooling. When immersing the leather for shaping or forming, add 8 oz. PRO-CARV
to 3 gallons of water.
NO CASING IS NECESSARY
Leather can be immersed or sponged with this solution. PRO-CARV eliminates the need to
case leather. PRO-CARV allows you to begin working with the leather after immersing for 3-5
minutes because of the very rapid penetration into even the thickest hide. Allow the surface to
dry somewhat before beginning forming or carving.

Contact MacPherson's, Hide Crafters, Goliger's
Leather, and The Leather Factory for any of the fine
Bee Natural Leather products.
Advertisement

RawHide Gazette
Editor / Publisher:
Bob Stelmack
Co-Founders:
Bill Churchill & General
Seymour
Treasurer/Secretarty: Jeff Bement
Copyright © 2002 PSLAC, Puget Sound Leather
Artisians Co-Op
The RawHide Gazeete is published monthly (12 times
a year). Address for information and correspondence:
PSLAC, c/o Jeff Bement , 3942 SW – 329th PL, Federal
Way, WA 98023, U.S.A.
email: jeffbement@comcast.net
The RawHide Gazette is provided to the Puget Sound
Leather Artisians Co-Op as a part of their membership
benefits. Annual dues are $24.00 USD per year.
All submissions are subject to editing for clarity and
length. All articles submitted must be accompanied by
name, address and permission of writer.
POSTMASTER: Send addresss changes to PSLAC, c/o
Jeff Bement , 3942 SW – 329th PL, Federal Way, WA
98023, U.S.A.
Advertising Rates
The RawHide Gazette now offers advertising space to
interested parties. Ad spaces are as follows:
1/4 Page or Business Card ........ $60 USD
1/2 Page .................................... $110 USD
1 Full Page ................................ $200 USD
These rates cover a six month time period. PSLAC members are entitled to a 25% discount. Leather companies
supporting PSLAC are given free Business Card size
advertisement, additional space at regular rates.

Hide Crafter Productions

RG On-line

Offers a wholesale discount to
PSLAC members

Brettun’s Village Shops
10% discount to the PSLAC members

HERITAGE LEATHER COMPANY
Offering a 20% discount to PSLAC
Members ( 15% on leather)

The Leathercraft Store

Offering a Discount to PSLAC members

The Leather Factory

The Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op can
be found at:
http://pslac.org

If you need the UserId and Password for the
subscription pages, just contact the RawHide
Gazette at:
stelmack@nwlink.com
-- of course the password information is free
for the Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op
members. Those on the Internet still need send
$10 per year for a membership to:
PSLAC
c/o Barbara Lourdes
PO Box 1144
Auburn, WA 98071
USA
Your Photos here - if you send them to:

Offering a wholesale discount

TWLeather, Inc.

Offering a wholesale discount to the
PSLAC members

PLEASANT VALLEY SADDLE
SHOP
Offering 20% discount to PSLAC
members
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Web Editor: Bob Stelmack
7 Memorial Hall Drive
Wellingore LN5 0BD
England
Photos sent in to the PSLAC are used, space
and focus permitting.
They are also posted, in living color, on the
Internet.

®

Toll Free Order Lines:
1-(888) 263-5277
Fax: 1-(888) 263-5086

MACPHERSON

Leather Company

Hide Crafter Leathercraft
Offering wholesale discount to PSLAC members
ON-LINE CATALOG
www.hidecrafter.com
7936 Camp Bowie West
Ft. Worth, TX 76116

George Hurst, Manager
email: hcrafter@flash.net

(206) 328-0855
Fax: 328-0859

Outside Washington
1-800-343-9949

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

Offering a 30-40% off retail discount to the PSLAC members
519 - 12th Avenue S.
Greg MacPherson
Seattle, Washington 98144

Support our sponsors and take advantage
of the PSLAC Membership Discounts

Start a Child in
Leathercraft Today

PSLAC Membership Application

If you know someone who is interested in leathercraft — give them this information:
Puget Sound Leather Artisan Co-Op MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

YOUR NAME: _________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS: ____________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP: _____________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: (______)-______________________________
E-Mail: _______________________________________________
Send this form along with $24.00 ($10.00 for Internet Membership) your first years dues to:

PSLAC
c/o Barbara Lourdes
PO Box 1144
Auburn, WA 98071
USA.
If you would like to subscribe to The Leather Crafters & Saddlers Journal through the Co-Op and
include an additional $29.00 for a one year subscription.
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CLP
Bill Churchill’s
Childrens Leather
Program
Confidence
Observation
Practice
Imagination

®

Dusty Johnson
PLEASANT VALLEY SADDLE SHOP
1220 S. County Rd. 21
Loveland, CO 80537
Phone: (970) 669-1588
Fax: (970) 669-1589
E-Mail: dusty@pvsaddleshop.com
URL: http://www.pvsaddleshop.com

Offering a 20% discount to the PSLAC members

Leather
® Factory

Durham Hefta
Manager

BRETTUNS VILLAGE LEATHER
Selling odd lots, miscellaneous overstocks,
bargain leathers and leathercraft
accessories, all from Maine, only online

Sides, Full Hides, Buckles, Key Rings, Laces, Thread,
Tools, Rivets, Scrap Pieces, Elk & Buffalo Scrap

Always Free Shipping in the 48 States
www.brettunsvillage.com
®

Phone (503) 255-8818
Fax (503) 255-9011
Toll Free (888) 277-3360
www.leatherfactory.com

Stitching Posts at
Wholesale

13221 N.E. Whitaker Way
Portland, OR 97230-1128
Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members

Portland

Tandy
Leather
®
Boise

JoAnne Tackitt, Manager
285 N. Orchard St.
Boise, ID 83706

Kermit P. Creek

The Leather Factory Manager
®

Phone (406) 256-1355
Fax (406) 256-1360
Toll Free (888) 277-3323
www.leatherfactory.com

Toll Free:
1-800-930-2850

(ph. 208-375-5589. Fax. 208-375-7168)

http://www.tandyleather.com
Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members

®

TWLeather, Inc.

115 North 30th Street
Billings, MT 59101-2032
Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members

Billings

Tandy® Leather

Toll Free:
1-888-890-1611

Toll Free: 1-800-477-9923

2017A White Settlement Rd.
Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 877-5427, Fax (817) 877-5432

Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members

®

Leather Factory
Spokane

Jim Linnell
Director of Operations

http://www.tandyleather.com
Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members
Email: jwleathercrafter@qwest.net

J&W

28 West Boone Ave, Spokane, WA 99201

Phone: (509) 328-9939
Toll Free: 1-800-822-8437
Fax: (509) 326-7019

Offering a wholesale discount to the PSLAC members
www.leatherfactory.com

(503) 293-2833
Fax: 977-1762

LeatherCrafters

Leather Repair: Saddles, Tack, Harness, Chaps, anything
Leather except clothing. We make new Items & Custom Orders

http://www.users.qwest.net/~jnoecker/leather/
Offering a 10% off retail discount to the PSLAC members
"It never hurts to ask!"

Joseph & Wendy Noecker
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3912 SW Dolph CT
Portland, Oregon 97219

Taking I-90
From Auburn: come north on
Hwy167, or I-5, then I-405 north, then
onto I-90, going east:
From Everett: South on I-5 to 405
South, or to I-90, going east:
From I-90 get off on exit 17/Front St.,
and bear right onto Front Street. At the
third stoplight, turn left onto E Sunset
Way, then see below:
Taking Hwy 18 from around Auburn
to Issaquah
Get on Hwy 18 going East, from Auburn, it’s about 12 miles to Maple Valley, then at about 2 1⁄2 miles after Maple
Valley, look for the turn off to Issaquah
Hobart Rd SE, turn onto ramp 276th
Ave SE and go 0.6 miles, bear left onto
Issaquah Hobart Rd SE. It’s about 8 1⁄2 miles from there to Issaquah. Hobart becomes Front Street S, which takes you into
downtown Issaquah. Turn right onto E Sunset Way, then see below:
After turning onto E Sunset Way:
go two blocks (past the Police and Fire Stations), turn left onto 2nd Ave SE, go past the old Senior Center building on your left,
and a baseball field, then left onto NE Creekway, go almost to the railroad tracks. The new Issaquah Valley Senior Center
is a brick building on your left, parking in front of it. There is also parking behind, from Sunset, turn left into the parking
area, right before the Police Station (look for a large parking sign on your left), and follow it till you see a kids play ground.
Address: 75 NE Creekway, Issaquah, WA 98027

PSLAC
c/o Barbara Lourdes
PO Box 1144
Auburn, WA 98071
USA
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