RawHide
Gazette

Copyright © 2017 by PSLAC, All Rights Reserved

“Without question, the RawHide Gazette
is by far the best and most informative and
comprehensive Guild publications of all of
them! You are to be commended for your
very fine and professional efforts. Keep up
the good work. With admiration”
/signed/
Al & Ann Stohlman, December 1997

https://www.facebook.com/groups/579402962214064/

PSLAC Website

http://www.pslac.org/
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Our PSLAC MISSION is...
To further the enjoyment of leather and
to help others learn more about the real
joy of leather - working as a group and
sharing ideas and knowledge of leather,
its uses and how to use it. To pass on this
knowledge to others and then have them
pass it on to the new members who come
later. A fellowship with peers, young and
old, expert and non-expert, anyone who
has the love of leather.
To show and demonstrate to people outside the Co-Op leather in all forms and
try to help them to become interested
in leather.
...to share...
time talent, with all others in the Co-Op,
especially the young.

SPECIAL EVENT – November 3rd & 4th
PENDLETON LEATHER SHOW

Time: 9AM to 5PM Location: Pendleton Convention Center Cost: Free!
This is the Pacific Northwest’s biggest leathercraft event of the year! Tandy Leather Portland will be there with extensive discounts on leather, tools, and more. Come on out to see
us and take advantage of the unique educational and professional opportunities available
at the show!
• A special sale on ALL PROJECT KITS, valid November 11-18
• Our annual BLACK FRIDAY MEGA-SALE!
Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op
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Peter Main’s Monarch Butterfly by Jeff Bement

Jeff Bement was the leader in the September
and October meetings which project was Peter Main’s monarch butterfly affixed onto
a background of branches ending in flowers
and buds. Patterns were handed out with the
butterfly, butterfly body, and foliage.
Jeff handed out a small piece (3” x 3”) of
Styrofoam and a small (about ½” x 1 ½”)
piece of thick leather. This piece of leather
was used to make the body plug of the
butterfly. While the thin leather to be used
for the butterfly was casing, the body plug
was shaped. First it was cut to the shape
of the pattern, and then each of the three
segments, head, thorax, and abdomen were
cut to shape.

feather edge and color all the edges with
a black felt tip pen. Color the spots with
a white pen, dye, or paint.

The leather was centered on the Styrofoam
flesh side up and the body plug centered and
pressed into the leather, which was pressed
down into the Styrofoam. When level it was
glued in place with contact cement.

If desired, the back of the
wings may be painted with
diluted white glue and
shaped as they would be in
flight and left to dry.

The butterfly pattern was cut in half and the
body shape was also cut away. Each side of
the pattern was placed on the leather to fit
and the pattern traced. After tracing the pat-

When tracing the background pattern, a suggestion from Peter is to only
trace only one side of the

tern outline the body and wings is cut with
a swivel knife, leaning the knife outward
leaving the edge very narrow. The wings are
cut to show the 4 wings, not just 2.
Diluted dye is used to cover the whole carving. All the uncut lines are retraced using
a black ball point pen, and the design done
on the body. Use a swivel knife to remove
the carving from the initial piece of leather.
Skive the edges of the wings down to a

stems. When the swivel knife work is
finished, set a set of dividers for the proper
width and retrace the stems and cut. This
is used only where the stems are the same
diameter. For this piece inverted carving,
or beveling inside the pattern instead of
outside will be used. Bevel inside all the
stems, leaves, and blossoms and then finish
them off with a modeling tool, and/or other
stamps as you choose. The pattern is colored
with diluted dyes and the project is finished
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with a coat of Satin finish or a product of
your choice.

Using a curved awl blade pierce the body
plug in the thorax area and thread it with a
piece of thread. Tie the thread and fix it with
a drop of white glue. Place the butterfly on
the background piece where you want it, and
pierce the background piece twice and insert
the two pieces of thread on the butterfly and
tie them off and cement the knot with a drop
of white glue.
The piece is ready for framing.
Norm

Coloring
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Ken’s Knothole

It’s been some time since I have had some
input for the Rawhide Gazette. My wife
and I were out to Billings, MT last week, for
her family’s reunion. We used to make the
trip almost yearly to visit her folks, before
they passed. We figured it’s been about 16
years since we’ve been there. Whenever I’m
in Billings, one of my obligatory stops is at
the Montana Leather Factory store, which
we did this trip. I took some pictures (see
here) and while there picked up some new
yellow and red Feibings dies that I needed
to finish the Peter Main butterfly project
that Jeff Bement’s been working with us
on. I also picked up a couple of small cans
of Master Petronio contact cement. These
are a great size to take with the demos and
seminars.

See Norm Lind’s write
up, and pic’s on the
butterfly project in this
Gazette .
I noticed a comment from

There was also a Tandy store in Bozeman
that I always looked forward to stopping at
on our trips to Billings. It was an independent and I picked up some locally sourced
items you didn’t usually see at the franchise
stores. I was going to get some pics of the
store to put in this article, but unfortunately,
sometime in the past 16 years, they must
have closed down.
I forget to pack my butterfly, and took the
time to cut and stamp out another one, so I
have an extra to practice on. I’m thinking
I might actually get this project done by
the November meeting. (I seem to have an
embarrassing number of partially finished
projects in the house).

Peter Main in the
Leather Tools History group about a
new swivel knife
sharpening tool
he was waiting
for, from Gordon Andrus, with
Sage Creek Stock
Saddle Co. It lets
you sharpen and
strop the blades
lengthwise inline
along the edge of
the blade. Gordon also has an
offset angle swivel
knife blade that
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I’m interested in trying out. It took a couple
of tries, but finally got to his store on his
Facebook page, but still had some questions,
so I called him today so I could make sure
I ordered the right configuration. He took
time to review the various tool options and

also gave me some great tips on sharpening
and making swivel knife cuts. Can’t wait to
get the sharpening tools and the SK blade.
I also ordered the 4 grits of lapping film
for the sharpener. I’ll do a write up in an
upcoming Gazette. You can see a video of
the sharpener at his site, and below that is a
link to videos in his Facebook store:
www.sagecreeksaddles.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/scsaddle/
videos/?ref=page_internal
About the butterfly project, I’d missed
the seminar Jeff did with the group 4 or
5 years ago, so really wanted to take this
one, but wound up having to miss the September meeting, where they started on the

background leather piece and the butterfly.
With help from Jeff at his house (pic of his
workbench, with his amazing collection of
custom stamping tools), I caught up and was
able to color the background with the group
at the October meeting. (Thanks again Jeff!)
Finally, I received the application for the
2018 Cascade Mountain Men Black
Powder Gun and Craft show last week,
so thought I’d mention the date, if anyone
wants to get it on their calendar. It’s on
March 10 and 11, 2018, at the fairgrounds
in Monroe. I’ll put in the flyer and a write
up about it as we get closer to March.
Ken

November 2017 - HideSide 5

Meeting Activities For
November

Here we are heading towards the end of the
year again.
I was not at the October meeting so I can’t
say how it went, but, from what I heard
it was a good workshop and the butterfly
project was pretty much completed with
finishing touches to be done at home. Hopefully everybody will bring in their completed
project for show and tell at the November
meeting.
Looking a little bit ahead, it is time to knuckle
down and get our Christmas Gift Exchange
items done for December. The December
meeting will be relaxed with no project to
do and we will have the gift exchange for
those who wish to join in, then some show
and tell and socializing and swapping ideas
and thinking up projects we would like to
do next year. Bring a small snack to share
and a drink if you don’t want coffee. Coffee
will be available all afternoon.
Now back to November. We will be mak-

ing the key fob with either an inset stone or
exotic leather, personal choice.
I have plenty of key rings and will bring
enough for everybody. The following is
required for everybody to bring:
• 7/8oz. Tooling leather (approx. 1 sq. ft.)
• Stone or exotic leather as insert ( the
stone to be a max. 1” diameter, either
round or oval)
• Wing Dividers
• Border stamping tool (personal choice)
• Stamping stone/mallet/container/
sponge
• Cutting board
• Clicking knife and scalpel
• Edger (No 2)
• Edge finish/canvas/slicker
• Edge dye/applicator
• Pricking iron (6 to the inch)
• Needle/thread/stitching clamp or Lace
and lacing needle
• Fid
• Contact cement
I don’t think I’ve forgotten anything - you
know the rest of the sentence!

Want to Know Local Tandy
Class Schedules?
Well, Tandy has an on-line list of the schedules at:
https://www.tandyleather.com/en/leathercraft-classes?ip=true
Bob Stelmack
Richland, WA
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In case anybody is wondering why I wasn’t
at the Meeting, I was in Yellowstone National Park and Cody, Wyoming.
See you all at the meeting.
Paula Marquis

PSLAC Members Only Advertisement Page

Any PSLAC Member can advertise leather related products or services, subject to approval. Just send your text, picture and/or logo to stelmack@nwlink.com

MARQUIS UNIQUE LEATHER
ARTISTRY, LLC
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Paula and George Marquis
www.marquisuniqueleather.com
I make almost anything that can be made
from leather and can be sewn by hand. I
do not like sewing machines and cannot
get along with them. Therefore, that
excludes making clothing, which entails
using very soft leather.
A lot of my works are ‘bespoke items’,
meaning, one of, individual custom requests, ranging anywhere from books and
folders to rifle scabbards, holsters and golf
bags, fully carved and stamped, and any
and all articles in between, which also
includes saddles and harness.

I like to make articles that are practical, such as all kinds of bags
(including brief cases, bible covers, etc.), belts with a challenge,
mouse pads, tissue box holders, knife and sword sheaths, 11th
Century bottles (sealed so they can be used as wine carafes), to
various types of boxes (both useful and decorative) and other
artistic decorations including such things as moulded bowls
and vases as well as framed pictures.
Phone: (206)-523-6295
Email: marquispg@aol.com

Leather Accents
Custom Stitching Horses & Clams
John Wickstrom—Maker

Beautiful handcrafted wood
Call for information (360) 456-1688

Norm Lynds, Toolmaker

Mallets, Modelers, embossing tools, lifters
and others on request
Phone: (425) 357-1001
E-mail: sagerat2003@yahoo.com
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Leather Companies & Sponsors Page
RawHide Gazette
Contact :
Ken Erickson
Treasurer:
Jeff Bement
Secretary:
Paula Marquis
Directors:
Ken Erickson, Len Madison, Roger
Kaiser, Paula Marquis & Norm Lynds
The RawHide Gazette is published monthly
Address for information and correspondence:
PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023
EMail:
pslac@pslac.org , Billing@pslac.org

Washington State Stores: Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane
(www.tandyleather.com)
Seattle, WA
14713 Aurora Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133
Manager: Andy Stasiak
Phone: 206-417-6100

PSLAC Membership:
• “a” Internet access to RawHide Gazette
including Member only area & meeting attendance $20/year. (1 Person)
• “b” US Postal Mail copy of RawHide Gazette
including new Member only articles & meeting attendance $30/year. (1 Person)
• “j”— Junior (16 and under) Internet access
to RawHide
• Gazette including Member only area and
meeting attendance $10 per year.

Tacoma, WA
13819 Pacific Ave S
Tacoma, WA 98444
Manager: Diana Vanwyck
Phone: 253-548-1100

Spokane, WA
1702 N. Monroe St.
Spokane, WA 99205
Manager: Jason Jones
Phone: 509-328-9939

All submissions are subject to editing for clarity
and length.
All articles submitted must be accompanied by name,
address and permission of writer

▼Support  our sponsors and take advantage of  the PSLAC  Membership Discounts...▼

BRETTUNS VILLAGE LEATHER
Selling odd lots, miscellaneous overstocks, bargain leathers and
leathercraft accessories, all from Maine, only online

Steve Derricott
Twister D Products
301 E. Bower St.
Meridian, Idaho 83742
(208) 884-3766 - Fax (208) 884-3767
A Division of Gfeller Casemakers, Inc.

Sides, Full Hides, Buckles, Key Rings, Laces, Thread, Tools, Rivets,
Scrap Pieces, Elk & Buffalo Scrap
Always Free Shipping in the 48 States

www.brettunsvillage.com
Brettuns Village, Inc.
557 Lincoln St
Lewiston, ME 04240
TEL: (207)782-7863, FAX: (207)782-7448

(206) 328-0855
Fax: 328-0859

Outside Washington
1-800-343-9949

www.lacemaster.com

Offering a 10% discount to the PSLAC members

®

MACPHERSON

Leather Company

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

www.macphersonleather.com
Offering a 30-40% off retail discount to the PSLAC members
519 - 12th Avenue S.
Seattle, Washington 98144
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Toll Free:
(800) 541-3264

Bee Natural
Leathercare
The ultimate in
leather care products

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166
Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

Meeting Directions to Cedar Grange #534

From I-405 take the SR169 exit and proceed
toward Maple Valley on the Maple Valley
Highway. In about 10 Miles you will reach
the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersection.
Turn Right onto SE 218th (the downsloping hill on the left next to the Maple Valley
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.
From Highway 18 take the SE 231st, Junction 169, Maple Valley exit. Proceed to the
Highway 169 (Maple Valley Highway)
junction. Turn North (toward Renton) on
Highway 169 and go about ¾ mile until you
reach the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersection. Turn left onto SE 218th (the downsloping hill on the left next to the Maple Valley
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.
From Issaquah take Front Street toward
Hobart and Highway 18. In about 10 miles
get on Highway 18 West heading toward
Maple Valley and Auburn. Follow the Highway 18 instructions.

PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023
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