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very fine and professional ef﻿forts.  Keep up 
the good work.  With admiration”
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Our PSLAC MISSION is...
To further the enjoyment of leather and 
to help others learn more about the real 
joy of leather - working as a group and 
sharing ideas and knowledge of leather, 
its uses and how to use it. To pass on this 
knowledge to others and then have them 
pass it on to the new members who come 
later. A fellowship with peers, young and 
old, expert and non-expert, anyone who 
has the love of leather.

To show and demonstrate to people out-
side the Co-Op leather in all forms and 
try to help them to become interested 
in leather.

...to share...
time talent, with all others in the Co-Op,              
   especially the young.

PSLAC Website
http://www.pslac.org/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/579402962214064/

(Always room for more 
articles, tips, ideas or 
whatever. Just send to 
stelmack@nwlink.com)

Mandella Project 
Our project for the July meeting was start-
ing a mandella.  Supplies for this project 
were supplied by Ken 
and Paula.  Members 
reimbursed them, and 
both donated the pro-
ceeds to the club.  
Thanks.  The supplies 
included the metal 
rings, some feathers, 
wool, and beads.  

The first thing done 
was wrap the metal 
ring with leather.  To 
get the strips to wind 
around the ring, sev-
eral methods were 
used.  Scissors or 
scalpels were used to 
make one strip, start-
ing from either the 
center or outside and 
winding them either 
in or out to get one 
long strip, or making 
several short strips.  
Either way, the strips would be approxi-
mately 1/4” to 3/8” wide.  I preferred the 
short strips, because there is a lot of winding 
to be done.

To keep the strips from movement as the 
winding is being done, smear a little contact 
cement around the hoop and let it set up 
about 20 minutes.  Using the short strips, I 
feathered the ends and overlaid them.  When 
starting the next strip, I held on to about 1/4” 
as I wound it, and cemented these tabs down 
after the winding was complete.

After the winding was complete, the place-

ment and attachment of the center piece was 
explained.  When attaching it, heavy thread 
or sinew is used.  The piece is centered, 
and attached to the ring, stretching it from 

opposing sides the keep it centered.  Each 
person is to choose their own center piece 
and explain it’s importance.  

In our August meeting we will be shown 
how to attach the wool, feathers, and beads 
and any other embellishment.  

Norm
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Kimitete
In 1996 we were at the Marriott complex 
in Kona, Hawaii.  We talked to a lady who 
had a cart filled with different things to sell, 
including some out of wood.  I asked her if 
she knew where I could get some wood.  She 
said that her husband was a canoe maker, 
go see him, and told us where his shop was. 

We arrived at the shop which was a very 
weatherworn wooden building with a metal 
roof and a large open door with a tin roof 
over the front of the building to provide 
some shade.  Sitting on a bench in the shade 
was a guy dressed in a pair of faded pink 
trunks and  very worn tongs and a big pot 
belly.

He looked up as we got out of the car and I 
told him I was looking for Kimitate.  “That’s 
me.”  I told him we had seen his wife and she 
told me to see him to maybe get some wood.  
He got up and went we went into the shop, 
which floor was wood shaving covered dirt.  
He showed us a couple of old war canoes 
that he had made many years ago and the one 
that he was currently making.  These were 
all traditionally made out of large logs from 
trees that are shaped and hollowed out.  After 
the carving and finishing are done outriggers 

are added.

He went into a side room and came out 
with a couple pieces of his scrap, which to 
me was gold.  Koa.  He then showed me a 
bandsaw  cut silhouette of a Hawaiian canoe.  
“Do you think you can finish this?  “Yes.”   

He handed it to Letty and told her “this is 
yours.”   I shaped and  finished it and named 
it Kimitate.

About 5 years later we were in that area 
again and I was in a gift shop that had a lot 
of wood products and gifts for sale.  I told 
the owner of the shop about the above and 
he got a shocked look on his face.

He told me that Kimitate had been one of 
the foremost war canoe makers in the world 
and had passed away a few months prior.  He 
said that for his ceremony, over 1,000 war 
canoes, from all over the world had been 
launched in the local bay, with ceremonial 
decorations and that all the people had their 
ceremonial dress on.  He had a picture of this 
on the wall of his shop and showed it to me. 
Without the story behind it, the canoe is just 
another silhouette of a canoe hanging on 
the wall.  I’m sure that all of us have stories 
to tell about something or someone who 
has passed their way, which at the moment 
didn’t seem spectacular, but later became 
very significant in our lives.

Norm
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Annual June PSLAC BBQ
Hotdogs and hamburgers supplied by 
the club, the rest by the members.  This 
always includes vegetable trays, salads, a 
variety of deserts and whatever else they 
may bring.  This year we were fortunate 
to have a place under shelter where Roger 
couple put the grill as we had a real gully 
washer downpour.  One of the thunder 
claps shook the building.  

There were lots of show and tell items, 
some new, and some old.  Jeff had two 
from recent classes that he had taken.  
Darlene, who is fairly new at working 
with leather, has impressed us is willing-
ness to take on advanced projects and the 
final results.

Norm
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PSLAC Members Only Advertisement Page
Any PSLAC Member can advertise leather related products or services, subject to approval.  Just send your text, picture and/or logo to stelmack@nwlink.com

Norm Lynds, Toolmaker
Mallets, Modelers, embossing tools, lifters 

and others on request
Phone: (425) 357-1001

E-mail:  sagerat2003@yahoo.com

Leather Accents
Custom Stitching Horses & Clams

John Wickstrom—Maker
Beautiful handcrafted wood 

Call for information (360) 456-1688

Knotty Linda, Leathercrafter
2040 White Birch Rd
Sidney BC Canada
Call : 250-812-3958

http://www.knottylinda.com/ 
Email: knottylinda@gmail.com
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®
Bee Natural 
Leathercare 

The ultimate in 
leather care prod-

ucts
 

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018 
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166

Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

Toll Free: 
(800) 541-3264

Leather Companies & Sponsors Page

RawHide Gazette
Contact :	 Ken Erickson
Treasurer: 	 Jeff Bement
Secretary: 	 Paula Marquis
Directors: 	 Ken Erickson, Len Madison, Roger 
Kaiser, Paula Marquis & Norm Lynds
The RawHide Gazette is published monthly 

Address for information and correspondence:
PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

EMail:	 pslac@pslac.org , Billing@pslac.org

PSLAC Membership:
•	 “a” Internet access to RawHide Gazette 

including Member only area & meeting at-
tendance $20/year. (1 Person)

•	 “b” US Postal Mail copy of RawHide Gazette 
including new Member only articles & meet-
ing attendance $30/year. (1 Person)

•	 “j”— Junior (16 and under) Internet access 
to RawHide

•	 Gazette including Member only area and 
meeting attendance $10 per year.

All submissions are subject to editing for clarity 
and length.
All articles submitted must be accompanied by name, 
address and permission of writer

www.macphersonleather.com

MACPHERSON
Leather Company

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

519 - 12th Avenue S.
Seattle, Washington 98144

Offering a 30-40% off retail discount to the PSLAC members

Outside Washington
1-800-343-9949

(206) 328-0855
Fax: 328-0859

▼Support  our sponsors and take advantage of  the PSLAC  Membership Discounts...▼

Offering a 10% discount to the PSLAC members

Steve Derricott
Twister D Products

301 E. Bower St.
Meridian, Idaho 83742

(208) 884-3766 - Fax (208) 884-3767
A Division of Gfeller Casemakers, Inc.

www.lacemaster.com

BRETTUNS VILLAGE LEATHER
Selling odd lots, miscellaneous overstocks, bargain leathers and 

leathercraft accessories, all from Maine, only online
Sides, Full Hides, Buckles, Key Rings, Laces, Thread, Tools, Rivets, 

Scrap Pieces, Elk & Buffalo Scrap

Always Free Shipping in the 48 States

www.brettunsvillage.com  
Brettuns Village, Inc.

557 Lincoln St
Lewiston, ME 04240

TEL: (207)782-7863, FAX: (207)782-7448

Tacoma, WA
13819 Pacific Ave S
Tacoma, WA 98444
Manager: Diana Vanwyck
Phone: 253-548-1100

Seattle, WA
14713 Aurora Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133
Manager: Andy Stasiak
Phone: 206-417-6100

Spokane, WA
1702 N. Monroe St.
Spokane, WA 99205
Manager: Jason Jones
Phone: 509-328-9939

Washington State Stores: Seattle, Tacoma, 
Spokane

(www.tandyleather.com)
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PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

Meeting Directions to Ce-
dar Grange #534
From I-405 take the SR169 exit and proceed 
toward Maple Valley on the Maple Valley 
Highway. In about 10 Miles you will reach 
the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersection. 
Turn Right onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Highway 18 take the SE 231st, Junc-
tion 169, Maple Valley exit. Proceed to the 
Highway 169 (Maple Valley Highway) 
junction. Turn North (toward Renton) on 
Highway 169 and go about ¾ mile until you 
reach the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersec-
tion. Turn left onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Issaquah take Front Street toward 
Hobart and Highway 18. In about 10 miles 
get on Highway 18 West heading toward 
Maple Valley and Auburn. Follow the High-
way 18 instructions.


