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Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op

“Without question, the RawHide Gazette 
is by far the best and most informative and 
comprehensive Guild publications of all of 
them!  You are to be commended for your 
very fine and professional ef﻿forts.  Keep up 
the good work.  With admiration”
/signed/

     Al & Ann Stohlman, December 1997
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Our PSLAC MISSION is...
To further the enjoyment of leather and 
to help others learn more about the real 
joy of leather - working as a group and 
sharing ideas and knowledge of leather, 
its uses and how to use it. To pass on this 
knowledge to others and then have them 
pass it on to the new members who come 
later. A fellowship with peers, young and 
old, expert and non-expert, anyone who 
has the love of leather.

To show and demonstrate to people out-
side the Co-Op leather in all forms and 
try to help them to become interested 
in leather.

...to share...
time talent, with all others in the Co-Op,              
   especially the young.

PSLAC Website
http://www.pslac.org/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/579402962214064/

How to organize a pile of 
tips
As Debbie and I accumulate more and 
more (and more, we now have 28...!) tips or 
“nibs” for pyrography it has become much 
more difficult to find the correct tip for the 
job.  Debbie asked me to find a case to carry 
everything in and I found an aluminum case 
(item #69315) measuring 18” x 13” x 6” 
which worked for a while but as she added 
more tools, patterns and accessories there 
was soon no room for the burner itself.  Even 
though the tips we buy come in little plastic 
tubes a pile of those is somewhat unruly.

This meant another trip to Harbor Freight 
(Oh dang – do I have to?) to acquire another 

case.  Of course, Debbie wanted something 
somewhat smaller than the briefcase sized 
one she already was carrying, so I purchased 
another that was 11-1/2” x 7-1/2” x 4-1/2” 
(item #69316) for about $14 USD.  The size 
seemed about right and held the burner, tips 
and handle quite nicely.  

Fast forward about a year…. 

Picture #1 - See the problem 
A few months ago the club members met at 
Jeff Bements’ house for a holster class and 
I saw his workbench stamping tool holder 
which is a large number of 1-1/2” PVC pipe 
sections glued together.  This system gave 
me the idea I could scale this down to solve 
my problem.  I went out to the chop saw and 
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cut a piece of ¾” PVC pipe into a bunch of 
1-1/2” long tubes.

Picture #2 – PVC Tubes
After placing the burner in the case, I started 
arranging the tubes into different patterns 
until I found what I thought would work.  I 
ran it by Debbie (40 odd years of marriage 
has taught me well in these matters…) and 
prepared to glue it all into a cohesive block.

Picture #3 - Layout
Rather than glue the tubes in the case I used 
a square on my work table.  I protected the 
work surface with some painters tape in case 
I was sloppy in my application.  

Picture #4 – Square, Tape, Glue and Brushes, 
Ready to glue

Using clear PVC glue and an acid brush I 
started gluing the pieces one by one into 
rows.  I have found acid brushes at hardware 
stores.  The brushes are usually horsehair 
with a crimped metal handle and are cheap 
enough (32 for $2.49 from Harbor Freight) 
to be single use.  I trimmed one down to give 
me a bit more control with the glue but as 
it turned out I probably could have used the 
brush at full length just as well.

The idea is to place a brush width (about 
3/8”) of glue to both adjoining pieces, align 
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the pieces and press together for a few sec-
onds.  Move on to the next piece until you 
have the number needed for the row.  

Picture #5 – Row of Tubes 
glued together
Once you have all of the rows done it is a 
simple process to turn the sections on their 
sides and glue the sections together by again 
applying glue to adjoining pieces (section 
by section) and checking alignment with 
your fingers.  Make sure to have some paper 
towels near in case you get some glue where 
you don’t want it (like your fingers!). 

Picture #6 – Gluing Sections 
Together

Picture #7 – Completed Gluing
If you have a row that is not glued to other 
sections just lay it on its side and place a 
thick application of glue to the joints and 
leave it to dry.  Then flip it over and do the 
same on the other side.  This additional glue 
will help to provide some structural strength 
to the joints once it cures.
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Picture #8 - Reinforcing the 
Joints on Single Row
Check your fit of the final assembly.  If you 
have made a mistake it may be possible to 
pry a section or two loose for a few minutes.  
If not a hobby razor saw (Xacto makes one) 
will cut through the glue joints quite easily.

Picture #9 – Problem solved
All that remains is to draw up a grid with 
the correct tip number.

Hope to see you all at Pendleton November 
2nd – 3rd.

Roger Kaiser
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PSLAC Members Only Advertisement Page
Any PSLAC Member can advertise leather related products or services, subject to approval.  Just send your text, picture and/or logo to stelmack@nwlink.com

Norm Lynds, Toolmaker
Mallets, Modelers, embossing tools, lifters 

and others on request
Phone: (425) 357-1001

E-mail:  sagerat2003@yahoo.com

Leather Accents
Custom Stitching Horses & Clams

John Wickstrom—Maker
Beautiful handcrafted wood 

Call for information (360) 456-1688

Knotty Linda, Leathercrafter
2040 White Birch Rd
Sidney BC Canada
Call : 250-812-3958

http://www.knottylinda.com/ 
Email: knottylinda@gmail.com
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®
Bee Natural 
Leathercare 

The ultimate in 
leather care prod-

ucts
 

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018 
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166

Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

Toll Free: 
(800) 541-3264

Leather Companies & Sponsors Page

RawHide Gazette
Contact :	 Ken Erickson
Treasurer: 	 Jeff Bement
Secretary: 	 Paula Marquis
Directors: 	 Ken Erickson, Len Madison, Roger 
Kaiser, Paula Marquis & Norm Lynds
The RawHide Gazette is published monthly 

Address for information and correspondence:
PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

EMail:	 pslac@pslac.org , Billing@pslac.org

PSLAC Membership:
•	 “a” Internet access to RawHide Gazette 

including Member only area & meeting at-
tendance $20/year. (1 Person)

•	 “b” US Postal Mail copy of RawHide Gazette 
including new Member only articles & meet-
ing attendance $30/year. (1 Person)

•	 “j”— Junior (16 and under) Internet access 
to RawHide

•	 Gazette including Member only area and 
meeting attendance $10 per year.

All submissions are subject to editing for clarity 
and length.
All articles submitted must be accompanied by name, 
address and permission of writer

www.macphersonleather.com

MACPHERSON
Leather Company

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

519 - 12th Avenue S.
Seattle, Washington 98144

Offering a 30-40% off retail discount to the PSLAC members

Outside Washington
1-800-343-9949

(206) 328-0855
Fax: 328-0859

▼Support  our sponsors and take advantage of  the PSLAC  Membership Discounts...▼

Offering a 10% discount to the PSLAC members

Steve Derricott
Twister D Products

301 E. Bower St.
Meridian, Idaho 83742

(208) 884-3766 - Fax (208) 884-3767
A Division of Gfeller Casemakers, Inc.

www.lacemaster.com

BRETTUNS VILLAGE LEATHER
Selling odd lots, miscellaneous overstocks, bargain leathers and 

leathercraft accessories, all from Maine, only online
Sides, Full Hides, Buckles, Key Rings, Laces, Thread, Tools, Rivets, 

Scrap Pieces, Elk & Buffalo Scrap

Always Free Shipping in the 48 States

www.brettunsvillage.com  
Brettuns Village, Inc.

557 Lincoln St
Lewiston, ME 04240

TEL: (207)782-7863, FAX: (207)782-7448

Tacoma, WA
13819 Pacific Ave S
Tacoma, WA 98444
Manager: Diana Vanwyck
Phone: 253-548-1100

Seattle, WA
14713 Aurora Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133
Manager: Andy Stasiak
Phone: 206-417-6100

Spokane, WA
1702 N. Monroe St.
Spokane, WA 99205
Manager: Jason Jones
Phone: 509-328-9939

Washington State Stores: Seattle, Tacoma, 
Spokane

(www.tandyleather.com)
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PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

Meeting Directions to Ce-
dar Grange #534
From I-405 take the SR169 exit and proceed 
toward Maple Valley on the Maple Valley 
Highway. In about 10 Miles you will reach 
the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersection. 
Turn Right onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Highway 18 take the SE 231st, Junc-
tion 169, Maple Valley exit. Proceed to the 
Highway 169 (Maple Valley Highway) 
junction. Turn North (toward Renton) on 
Highway 169 and go about ¾ mile until you 
reach the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersec-
tion. Turn left onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Issaquah take Front Street toward 
Hobart and Highway 18. In about 10 miles 
get on Highway 18 West heading toward 
Maple Valley and Auburn. Follow the High-
way 18 instructions.


