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Puget Sound Leather Artisans Co-Op

“Without question, the RawHide Gazette 
is by far the best and most informative and 
comprehensive Guild publications of all of 
them!  You are to be commended for your 
very fine and professional efforts.  Keep up 
the good work.  With admiration”
/signed/

     Al & Ann Stohlman, December 1997
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Our PSLAC MISSION is...
To further the enjoyment of leather and 
to help others learn more about the real 
joy of leather - working as a group and 
sharing ideas and knowledge of leather, 
its uses and how to use it. To pass on this 
knowledge to others and then have them 
pass it on to the new members who come 
later. A fellowship with peers, young and 
old, expert and non-expert, anyone who 
has the love of leather.

To show and demonstrate to people out-
side the Co-Op leather in all forms and 
try to help them to become interested 
in leather.

...to share...
time talent, with all others in the Co-Op,              
   especially the young.

PSLAC Website
http://www.pslac.org/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/579402962214064/

(Always room for more 
articles, tips, ideas or 
whatever. Just send to 
stelmack@nwlink.com)

October 2019

Sycamore Leaf Candle 
Holder Meeting Project
The project for the July meeting was a 
sycamore leaf candle holder.  The patterns 
were furnished by Roger.  These were taped 
to strengthen them and cut out, and traced 
onto the leather.  The veins and outline of 
the candle were laid out and the piece was 
cut out.  The candle placement and veins 
were cut with a swivel knife and the candle 
placement was backgrounded.  This was 
about the limit of work done at the meeting, 
the project was to be completed at home, and 
the finishing and coloring to be done at the 
August meeting

So, here we are after the August meeting and 
the sycamore leaf candle holder continues.

The July and August project was a sycamore 
leaf candle holder.  Roger and Debby had 
attended a class at Sheridan.  They furnished 
the patterns and the leaf was traced onto the 
thin leather and cut out.  The outline of the 
candle to be held was traced in the middle 
of the leaf and the veins lightly laid out.  To 
keep wax from melting onto the leather, 3 
inch diameter battery candles were recom-
mended.  I found mine at the local drug store.
The candle location was tooled with your 
choice of backgrounding tool.  This about 

ended the session, and the rest of the tooling 
was to be done at home.

The finishing was done at the August meet-
ing.  Acrylic paints were used.  Metallic 
finish adds sheen to its colors.  A base coat 
was put on.  Mod Podge matte acrylic sealer 
was sprayed onto the leaf and hair dryers 
used to dry it out.  A sealing coat must be 
used between coats of finish to keep each 
coat from mixing with the previous one.  If 
the paints are dry, Tandy’s Satin Sheen may 
also be used for the sealing coats.

After the first or base coat is applied and 
sealed, other coats may be applied to make 
the leaf look how you want it.  It can be 
a fresh green color, or any color from the 
reds of initial disintegration on to grey, 
brown, etc.  

During the times when the leather is wet, 
the leaf can be shaped to any degree that 
you want with the petals of the leaf being 
twisted, bent, or lifted, however you want.  
Also, during this time shape the stem round-
ing it over.

At the end of the meeting the leaves were 
passed around and photos taken.

Norm Lynds
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 Finished leaves

Leaf ready for finishing Leaf with base coat on

Roger with leaf 
ready for finishing
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Capture the Leaf
Fall has arrived with a vengeance 
here in the Pacific Northwest!  Many 
of you have noticed the beautiful 
displays of color during the Fall and 
thought of how to utilize these shapes 
and colors in your craft.  

For the past several years I have 
been interested in the Fall season leaf 
patterns and colors.  As I researched 
and experimented with various ways 
(photography, sketches, copiers, 
pressing) to retain this beauty and 
to transfer to leatherwork I found 
several things that work for me.

First, leaves (and many flowers) have 
a very short time period to capture 
the colors.  Although the leaf can 
retain its shape for quite a while the 
color will generally change to shades 
of yellow and brown.  Pictures can 
certainly help in this case and close 
up photos can be taken of one or 
more leaves to provide a pattern but 
I use my color copier (in scanner 
mode) for the following reasons:

A scanner or copier will accurately 
save the flattened shape and in color 

mode will retain the beauty of the 
original leaf.  My copier will provide 
a JPEG or TIFF image which can be 
resized and printed to any size I wish.  
The obvious advantage to this is to 
make the leaf fit the pattern such as 
Oak leaves on one side of a wallet 
and ornamental Maple on the other.

A copier will also allow you to get the 
back side of the leaf which will often 
give you a better pattern to trace from 
since the veins are more pronounced 
on the back of the leaf.  If you copy 
one side of the leaf, dependent on 
size, you can turn the leaf over and by 
placing the print you just made over 
the leaf can then copy both sides of 
the leaf on one image.

Another advantage is the ability to 
easily flip or otherwise manipulate 
the image by cropping, stretching or 
squeezing.  Many software programs 
have multiple effects that can elicit 
very interesting final results for use 
on leather.

After I’ve printed the image to use 
as a pattern, I will often laminate 
the paper to provide a more durable 

pattern to trace from.  I’ve also used 
food plastic wrap to cover the cased 
leather, while tracing, to keep my 
paper pattern from getting soggy.  

I often use the color photos to give 
me the patterns of the color grada-
tions and using dry brush techniques 
with thinned acrylics or dyes to 
achieve the results I am going for.  
Many times I use metallic acrylics 
(greens, golds, reds) to emphasize 
the leaf even though the results are 
not true to life.

I hope this will give you a few hints 
to go out and get some patterns to 
use during those long winter months.

-Roger Kaiser
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Glazer’s Camera
811 Republican St. 
Seattle, WA 98109 

206.624.1100

Robb Gray
We needed a video for an Art show 
in Ballard, WA this last weekend that 
we were in at the Columbia Bank 
location. My friend Will Kutscher, 
an amazingly talented photographer 
put this video together after about 
3 hours of shooting and unknown 
hours of editing. We had it running 
in a loop for 3 hours during the Art 
show so I’m thoroughly tired of it 
:-).. This production turned out great.

Will is the Media Manager (or some-
thing like that) at Glazers Camera 
in Seattle and he shoots free lance 
for Filson and some other notable 
companies. So if you need some 
marketing stuff, get a hold of him!

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=YwkQ6-ZtzOc&feature=youtu.
be&fbclid=IwAR3uiY7fdrzQbwJr2i5_
ObuN5VABoQXSMJL7yHaVHwICfox_
iBjJ9yftnHk

Robb Gray: Knife maker, engraver, leather 
craftsman, and a jeweler.
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Making Bookmarks by the Dozens
A local Alcoholic Anonymous group is having a 
weekend study of the basic text of the book “Alco-
holics Anonymous” generally known as the “Big 

Book”.  Hence the title of the weekend study: 
“Three Rivers BigBook Weekend” (“BigBook” 
is their spelling). I  made some bookmarks to give 
as gifts from the organizers for the speakers of 
the September 2019 event and they were so well 
received that they ordered some to retroactively 
send to the 2018 event speakers. 

They we cut from some of the 2/3 ounce Tandy 
vegetable tanned leather sides I picked up at the 
Pendleton Leather Show last year.  They were 
not pristine sides, but had a little character, much 
like the members and speakers attending the 
book study ;-)

Casing the leather was quick and simple, just 
moved under the running water in the sink briefly 
and they were ready immediately. Bill Churchill 

used to call it “quick casing”.  I find it works the 
best for embossing text on leather.

I had previously prepared the lettering for the 2019 
bookmarks, so just a little change for the year 
and the annual indication was needed.  When 
I made the 2019 bookmarks, I embossed the 
text separately from the circle/triangle, so this 
time I wanted to speed up the process and do 
it all in one step.

I have two hardwood 3/4” thick maple frames 
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that I constructed by gluing and screwing 
with construction Torex headed self tap-
ping screws.  The initial hole was drilled 
undersized and the wood glue and screw 
completed the frame.  Since the frame is only 
3/4” (0.75”) and metal printing type is 0.918” 
high, only the type gets embossed into the 
leather.  The the construction of the frame 
is similar to the metal “chase” that printers 
use using movable type setting, like the old 
newspapers in the 1800’s. 

These chases are strong enough to allow 
expandable “quoins” (pronounced “coins”) 
to exert enough pressure to hold the type in 
place and with a fiddling, bits and pieces, 
were used to position and hold the brass 
circles and the brass underline elements that 
made up the circle/triangle in place.  The 
brass pieces were also 0.918 inches high.

All that was left was to place the chase in a 
piece of hardboard, lay the cased leather over 
the text and circle/triangle, place a piece of 
matte board over the the leather and put the 
whole mess under  my 4-ton Weaver Mighty 
Wonder press.  The matte board allows for 
deeper impressions on thinner leather
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Since the press area was less that the entire 
text area, I pressed it twice--once to the right 
and then the left.

I find that you can “over center” the press 
which holds the pressure until you release it 
which makes for even a deeper impression.

(You might be wondering why the is some 
very rough sand paper “zip-tied” to the 
handle.  That to remind me to keep my hands 
away from that area as I move the handle all 
the way back to remove the case.  It only took 

one finger crushed between the handle and 
that silver adjustment disk at the top of the 
“Might Wonder” to come up with this idea.)

The matte board is removed and the leather 
turned over.  Voilà, an embossed bookmark.

After they dry on the desert sun, then dyed 
with and antique dye, and finished with an 

acrylic matte spray finish to keep from leav-
ing dye marks in the book.

Bob Stelmack
Richland, WA
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PSLAC Members Only Advertisement Page
Any PSLAC Member can advertise leather related products or services, subject to approval.  Just send your text, picture and/or logo to stelmack@nwlink.com

Norm Lynds, Toolmaker
Mallets, Modelers, embossing tools, lifters 

and others on request
Phone: (425) 357-1001

E-mail:  sagerat2003@yahoo.com

Leather Accents
Custom Stitching Horses & Clams

John Wickstrom—Maker
Beautiful handcrafted wood 

Call for information (360) 456-1688

Knotty Linda, Leathercrafter
2040 White Birch Rd
Sidney BC Canada
Call : 250-812-3958

http://www.knottylinda.com/ 
Email: knottylinda@gmail.com
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®
Bee Natural 
Leathercare 

The ultimate in 
leather care prod-

ucts
 

P.O. Box 820803,Vancouver, WA.98682-0018 
(360) 891-7178 , FAX: (360) 891-7166

Email: bnatura@pacifier.com

Toll Free: 
(800) 541-3264

Leather Companies & Sponsors Page

RawHide Gazette
Contact : Ken Erickson
Treasurer:  Jeff Bement
Secretary:  Paula Marquis
Directors:  Ken Erickson, Len Madison, Roger 
Kaiser, Paula Marquis & Norm Lynds
The RawHide Gazette is published monthly 

Address for information and correspondence:
PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

EMail: pslac@pslac.org , Billing@pslac.org

PSLAC Membership:
• “a” Internet access to RawHide Gazette 

including Member only area & meeting at-
tendance $20/year. (1 Person)

• “b” US Postal Mail copy of RawHide Gazette 
including new Member only articles & meet-
ing attendance $30/year. (1 Person)

• “j”— Junior (16 and under) Internet access 
to RawHide

• Gazette including Member only area and 
meeting attendance $10 per year.

All submissions are subject to editing for clarity 
and length.
All articles submitted must be accompanied by name, 
address and permission of writer

www.macphersonleather.com

MACPHERSON
Leather Company

Leather, Shoe Finding and Saddlery

519 - 12th Avenue S.
Seattle, Washington 98144

Offering a 30-40% off retail discount to the PSLAC members

Outside Washington
1-800-343-9949

(206) 328-0855
Fax: 328-0859

▼Support  our sponsors and take advantage of  the PSLAC  Membership Discounts...▼

Offering a 10% discount to the PSLAC members

Steve Derricott
Twister D Products

301 E. Bower St.
Meridian, Idaho 83742

(208) 884-3766 - Fax (208) 884-3767
A Division of Gfeller Casemakers, Inc.

www.lacemaster.com

BRETTUNS VILLAGE LEATHER
Selling odd lots, miscellaneous overstocks, bargain leathers and 

leathercraft accessories, all from Maine, only online
Sides, Full Hides, Buckles, Key Rings, Laces, Thread, Tools, Rivets, 

Scrap Pieces, Elk & Buffalo Scrap

Always Free Shipping in the 48 States

www.brettunsvillage.com  
Brettuns Village, Inc.

557 Lincoln St
Lewiston, ME 04240

TEL: (207)782-7863, FAX: (207)782-7448

Tacoma, WA
13819 Pacific Ave S
Tacoma, WA 98444
Manager: Diana Vanwyck
Phone: 253-548-1100

Seattle, WA
14713 Aurora Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133
Manager: Andy Stasiak
Phone: 206-417-6100

Spokane, WA
1702 N. Monroe St.
Spokane, WA 99205
Manager: Jason Jones
Phone: 509-328-9939

Washington State Stores: Seattle, Tacoma, 
Spokane

(www.tandyleather.com)
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PSLAC c/o Jeff Bement
3942 SW 329TH PLACE
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023

Meeting Directions to 
Cedar Grange #534
From I-405 take the SR169 exit and proceed 
toward Maple Valley on the Maple Valley 
Highway. In about 10 Miles you will reach 
the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersection. 
Turn Right onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Highway 18 take the SE 231st, Junc-
tion 169, Maple Valley exit. Proceed to the 
Highway 169 (Maple Valley Highway) 
junction. Turn North (toward Renton) on 
Highway 169 and go about ¾ mile until you 
reach the SE 216th/SE 218th Street intersec-
tion. Turn left onto SE 218th (the downslop-
ing hill on the left next to the Maple Valley 
Market parking lot) towards the big white/
gray building next to the bridge (the Cedar 
Grange). The parking lot is on the first left.

From Issaquah take Front Street toward 
Hobart and Highway 18. In about 10 miles 
get on Highway 18 West heading toward 
Maple Valley and Auburn. Follow the High-
way 18 instructions.


